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JANUARY 25, 2026

The Right Reasons

by Darrell Trammel

“Beware of practicing your
righteousness before other
people in order to be seen by
them, for then you will have no
reward from your Father who
is in heaven.” (Matthew 6:1)

Our daily Bible readings
have recently taken us
through Matthew 6. There are
several sections of this chapter
in which Jesus addresses
those who were simply doing
things for the wrong reasons.
Verse 1 indicates that even if
we are doing the right things,
if we are doing them for the
wrong reasons, there may be
no reward from our Heavenly
Father.

In chapter 6, Jesus gives two
situations where this may be
an issue: giving to the needy
and fasting. Both of them, as
described by Jesus, could be
done as an outward show in
order to be seen by others and
get accolades or pats on the
back. There is no genuine
concern for the needy. There

was no genuineness of the
fasting. Both are used to gain
favor with others. It seems
that Paul was accused of this
in some way. He states in
Galatians 1:10, “For am I now
seeking the approval of man, or
of God? Or am 1 trying to
please man? If I were still
trying to please man, I would
not be a servant of Christ.”
This brings out a needful
contrast — if your goals are to
receive the approval of men, it
will be very hard if not
impossible to be a true servant
of Christ.

Jesus didn’t suddenly start
this discourse that is recorded
in chapter 6 of Matthew. In
chapter 5, starting with the
beatitudes, He is correcting
errors of theology but also
errors of attitude. From lust to
anger to loving your enemies,
He challenges them to not just
deal with outward
appearances and sin, but to
fix that which is deep down in
a person’s heart. If one

Welcome!

When you visit our
assemblies, you will be
received friendly, kindly
and courteously. We
believe this to be the
natural attitude of those
who truly love God and
mankind. Though you
may at first be among
strangers, we hope that
you will come to know us
well and count us as your
friends. We offer Bible
studies as well as
correspondence courses
for those interested in
learning more about what
God expects of us.

Important Dates

Our meeting with George
Slover, February 8-11

Ladies’ Class -January 27

If you know of
upcoming events,
please inform Darrell
so they can be
included here.


http://oakswestchurchofchrist.com

corrects the heart and
attitude, then they can
undertake righteous actions
with righteous motivations.

“But when you give to the
needy, do not let your left
hand know what your right
hand is doing, so that your
giving may be in secret. And
your Father who sees in secret
will reward you.” (Matthew
6:3-4) We don’t need to be
seen doing things. We don’t
need recognition from
anyone but God Himself, and
He sees everything.

Let’s do the right things for
the right reasons, laying up
treasure in heaven, “For
where your treasure is, there
your heart will be also.”

Bible Reading for this week:

Monday: Gen 26; Matt.
8:28-9:8

Tuesday: Gen 27; Matt
9:9-26

Wednesday: Gen 28:1-29:30;
Matt 9:27-38

Thursday: Gen 29:31-30:43;
Matt 10:1-15

Friday: Gen 31; Matt
10:16-33

Prayer Requests

Jimmy Stinnett is at home
with some days better than
others.

Dinah Williams’ biopsy
revealed a cyst on her pancreas
and is under treatment.

Jordan Shipley was badly
burned and is in the hospital.

There are many who have
been ill with covid and other
seasonal illnesses.

Shut-ins: Don and Alene
Simmons, Marcia Neuhaus,
Dorthy Steadman, Dinah
Williams

If you know of someone that
needs to be on this list, please
tell Darrell (email preferred)
and provide updates so names
stay on the list as long as
needed.

The Oaks West church of
Christ is a group of individual
Christians who have been
added to the Lord's body
through baptism (Acts 2:38,
47; Gal 3:26, 27), and have
joined themselves together
(Acts 2:42ff) in an effort to do
the Lord's will.

We are not a part of any
larger organization - we do
not follow any man-made
creeds and we do not answer
to anyone other than the
Lord.

Our standard of faith and
practice is the Word of God.
We believe in the God of
revelation (Eph 3:1-7; 2 Tim
3:16-17) and follow his
instructions in an effort to
have an ongoing relationship
with him (1 John 4:7-11; 5:3).

Our times of study and
worship are open to all, and
our members are happy to
meet with interested
individuals or families for
study.

Evangelist

Darrell Trammel
Darrell@oakswestchurchofChrist.com

Elders

George Gresham
Darrell Trammel

Deacons

Jim Turner
Clay Hallmark

Contact Us

Address:

P.O.Box 675

Burnet, TX 78611

Call: (512) 756-4493

E-Mail:
oakswestchurch@gmail.com
Website:
oakswestchurchofchrist.com
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