
 

 

Welcome! 

When you visit our 
assemblies, you will be 
received friendly, kindly 
and courteously. We believe 
this to be the natural 
attitude of those who truly 
love God and mankind. 
Though you may at first be 
among strangers, we hope 
that you will come to know 
us well and count us as your 
friends. We offer Bible 
studies as well as 
correspondence courses for 
those interested in learning 
more about what God 
expects of us. 

Important Dates 

 

Our meeting with George 

Slover has been tentatively 

rescheduled for January 18-

21 

Ladies’ Class – December 9 

(flyers are being sent via 

email. If you need one and didn’t get it let me know) 

If you know of upcoming 

events, please inform Darrell 

so they can be included here. 

November 23, 2025 

Oaks-West church of Christ 
Sunday Worship Service: 11:00 a.m. • Bible Study: 10:00 a.m. 

Wednesday Bible Study: 7:00 p.m. 

Services are live-streamed to our website: oakswestchurchofchrist.com 

God’s Love and Mercy 
By Rickie Jenkins 

“And Jair died and was 
buried in Kamon. Then the 
children of Israel again did evil 
in the sight of the LORD… and 
they forsook the LORD and did 
not serve Him” (Judges 10:5,6). 

Israel did it again! The ruling 
judge died; they deserted God, 
turning to idols. Israel wore 
deep ruts in that road of 
apostasy and watered the 
roadside with many tears. This 
story is repeated after the 
death of each faithful judge. 
Will Israel never change? “So, the anger of the LORD 
was hot against Israel….” (v.7). 
God's response, His hot anger, 
was also predictable, severely 
punishing each wave of 
desertion. Will Israel never 
learn? 

Oh yes, Israel learned the 
lesson afresh, each generation, 
from the same harsh teacher, 
misery. They rebelled until they 
were forced to their knees by 
the intolerable weight of their 
own misery. Then, only then, .... 
Israel cried out to the LORD, 
saying, "We have sinned 
against You, because we have 
both forsaken our God and 
served the Baals"(v.10)! When 

they could endure the misery 
no longer, they repented. How 
long do you suppose they 
would have continued in their 
evil course without the 
intolerable misery? 

Should we be surprised, 
even shocked, that repentance 
is only produced by unbearable 
misery in most sinners? It is not 
peculiar to Israel of old. It is 
always true, and for sinners 
everywhere. Repentance is not 
joy's child; it does not grow on 
nice sunny days or in tranquil 
lives. It germinates in dark 
clouds and painful sorrow. As 
in the days of judges, so it was 
on Pentecost. Sinners were "cut 
to the heart" (Act.2:37), before 
crying "What shall we do?"  or 
before they heeded the answer. 
Repentance necessarily is 
painful. When sinners find no 
peace in their sin and are 
overwhelmed by the 
consequence of sin, they can 
endure their misery no longer. 
Then they repent and turn to 
God. It is unlikely before then. 
We are like Israel, when they 
could no longer endure, .... they 
put away the foreign gods from 
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The Oaks West church of Christ 
is a group of individual 
Christians who have been 
added to the Lord’s body 
through baptism (Acts 2:38, 47; 
Gal 3:26, 27), and have joined 
themselves together (Acts 
2:42ff) in an effort to do the 
Lord’s will. 

We are not a part of any larger 
organization – we do not follow 
any man-made creeds and we 
do not answer to anyone other 
than the Lord. 

Our standard of faith and 
practice is the Word of God. We 
believe in the God of revelation 
(Eph 3:1-7; 2 Tim 3:16-17) and 
follow his instructions in an 
effort to have an ongoing 
relationship with him (1 John 
4:7-11; 5:3). 

Our times of study and worship 
are open to all, and our 
members are happy to meet 
with interested individuals or 
families for study. 

Evangelist 

Darrell Trammel 
Darrell@oakswestchurchofChrist.com 

Elders 

George Gresham 
Darrell Trammel 
 

Deacons 

Jim Turner 
Clay Hallmark 
 

Contact Us 
Address: 
P.O. Box 675 
Burnet, TX 78611 
Call: (512) 756-4493 
E-Mail: 
oakswestchurch@gmail.com 
Website: 

oakswestchurchofchrist.com 

among them and served the 
LORD (v.16). 

What was God's reaction to 
Israel's misery? Indifference? 
Delight? Absolutely not! God’s 
word plainly answers: “And 
His soul could no longer 
endure the misery of Israel” 
(v.16). This amazing, 
unexpected glimpse reveals 
God behind the scenes. It is 
easy to imagine that God is 
distant, if not dispassionate 
and untouched by people's 
misery, even His people. It is 
not so! God was insulted when 
Israel deserted Him to pursue 
idols. "His anger burned hot." 
His passion showed! God was 
surely burdened by their 
misery, even misery from His 
punishment. His passion 
vividly showed! The merciful, 
compassionate God could no 
longer endure the misery of 
Israel. 

Jesus vividly revealed God's 
compassion. He wept at the 
tomb of his friend Lazarus. He 
wept over Jerusalem who 
missed the day of their 
visitation and wept over their 
impending judgment (Matt. 
23:37). Jesus "had 
compassion" on the hungry 
(Mt.9:36), the sick 
(Matt.14:14), the blind 
(Matt.20:34), a leper 
(Mk.1:41), a demon possessed 
man (Mk.5:19), a widow 
whose only son died (Lk.7:13). 
No dispassionate God there! 
Jesus clearly revealed the God 
of compassion. He was 
touched and moved by misery 
of people. 
  
What explains the Son of God 
on a cross? What else except 
God "could no longer endure 
the misery" of sinners. Sinners 

were justly condemned; God 
had no obligation to rescue 
them. Yet, He so loved even 
sinful man and was so touched 
by man's misery in sin He 
"gave his only begotten Son, 
that whoever believes in Him 
should not perish but have 
everlasting life" (John 3:16). 
Yes, for Israel of old and for 
sinners of modern vintage: "... 
He, being full of compassion, 
forgave their iniquity, and did 
not destroy them" (Ps.78:38). 
Full mercy and marvelous 
grace are showered upon 
faltering and sinful men. We 
echo ancient Israel's appeal: 
"We have sinned! Do to us 
whatever seems best to You; 
only deliver us this day, we 
pray" (v.15). Amen indeed! 

 

Prayer Requests 

 

Jimmy Stinnett is at home 
with some days better than 
others. 

Margaret Vanaman had 
shoulder surgery. 

Dinah Williams had a biopsy 
Nov 20. 

Barbara Rieger’s mother isn’t doing well. 

Shut-ins: Don and Alene 
Simmons, Marcia Neuhaus,  
Dorthy Steadman, Dinah 
Williams 

If you know of someone that 
needs to be on this list, please 
tell Darrell (email preferred) 
and provide updates so names 
stay on the list as long as 
needed. 


