
 

 

Welcome! 

When you visit our 
assemblies, you will be 
received friendly, kindly 
and courteously. We believe 
this to be the natural 
attitude of those who truly 
love God and mankind. 
Though you may at first be 
among strangers, we hope 
that you will come to know 
us well and count us as your 
friends. We offer Bible 
studies as well as 
correspondence courses for 
those interested in learning 
more about what God 
expects of us. 

Important Dates 

 

Meeting – each Friday 

October 3-24 at South Loop 

church of Christ in Taylor 

Meeting – October 12-15 

with Jacob Hudgins in 

Cedar Park  

Meeting – October 3-5 with 

Benjamin Lee in San 

Marcos 

(flyers are being sent via 

email. If you need one and didn’t get it let me know) 

 

 

If you know of upcoming 

events, please inform Darrell 

so they can be included here. 

September 14, 2025 

Oaks-West church of Christ 
Sunday Worship Service: 11:00 a.m. • Bible Study: 10:00 a.m. 

Wednesday Bible Study: 7:00 p.m. 

Services are live-streamed to our website: oakswestchurchofchrist.com 

When Evil Overshadows Our World 
by Ken Weliever 

Why? Yesterday’s shocking 
assassination of conservative 
political activist Charlie Kirk 
left pundits and reporters 
searching for answers. Many 
are asking, “Why?” Others 
wonder out loud, “What is 
wrong with our country?” “With our world?” “And with 
the political rancor that divides 
our country? 

This, of course, follows a story 
that has captivated the current 
news cycle of a young 
Ukrainian woman who was 
brutally murdered by a 
deranged career criminal while 
riding on public transportation 
in Charlotte, North Carolina. 

In addition, we have the 
heartbreaking news of young, 
innocent children being injured 
and some losing their lives in 
school shootings. 

These senseless tragedies stir 
our hearts and cause us to ask, “Why, Lord?” 

Our search for answers and 
sorrowful lament is not unlike 
the Psalmist of old who cried, “How long, O Lord?” (Ps. 13:1). God’s prophets faced the same 

dilemma as they experienced 
injustice, violence, corruption, 
and wickedness. Furthermore, Jesus’ apostles faced 
persecution, suffered pain, and 
even martyrdom. 

While the world seeks to find 
answers by blaming society, the 
political atmosphere, gun laws, 
or mental health, the Bible 
reminds us that evil exists. Evil 
is not an illusion. Evil is real. 

Jesus said, “For out of the 
heart proceed evil thoughts, 
murders, adulteries, 
fornications, thefts, false 
witness, blasphemies” (Matt 
15:19) He called the devil “the 
evil one” (John 17:15). And the 
Bible teaches that the devil can 
enter our hearts to commit evil 
acts (John 15:2). Of course, we don’t have to succumb to his 
enticements. 

God created us as creatures of 
choice. We have the gift of 
freedom. However, that 
blessing can also be a curse 
when we choose to sin, to rebel 
against God, against His Word, 
and to engage in evil acts. Sin 
results in selfishness, sorrow, 
and suffering. Sadly, innocent 
people sometimes suffer the 
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 The Oaks West church of Christ 
is a group of individual 
Christians who have been 
added to the Lord’s body 
through baptism (Acts 2:38, 47; 
Gal 3:26, 27), and have joined 
themselves together (Acts 
2:42ff) in an effort to do the 
Lord’s will. 

We are not a part of any larger 
organization – we do not follow 
any man-made creeds and we 
do not answer to anyone other 
than the Lord. 

Our standard of faith and 
practice is the Word of God. We 
believe in the God of revelation 
(Eph 3:1-7; 2 Tim 3:16-17) and 
follow his instructions in an 
effort to have an ongoing 
relationship with him (1 John 
4:7-11; 5:3). 

Our times of study and worship 
are open to all, and our 
members are happy to meet 
with interested individuals or 
families for study. 

Evangelist 

Darrell Trammel 
Darrell@oakswestchurchofChrist.com 

Elders 

George Gresham 
Darrell Trammel 
 

Deacons 

Jim Turner 
Clay Hallmark 
 

Contact Us 
Address: 
P.O. Box 675 
Burnet, TX 78611 
Call: (512) 756-4493 
E-Mail: 
oakswestchurch@gmail.com 
Website: 

oakswestchurchofchrist.com 

consequences of other people’s sins. 

Let us also remember that 
God has not forsaken us to live 
alone in the darkness of sin. In 
fact, His plan for man’s 
redemption through Christ’s 
death on the cross was a 
dramatic confirmation and 
confrontation of evil. Jesus 
bore the burden of the evil 
devised by wicked people. 
Betrayal, denial, injustice, and 
rejection of God Himself sent 
Jesus to the cross. But he bore 
it all. For us. And for the sins of 
the world. 

Through His triumphal 
resurrection over sin, death, 
and the devil, Jesus proclaimed 
that evil does not and will not 
have the final say. The paradox 
of the cross cries, “There is hope.” 

While evil may seem to 
overwhelm our world, its days 
are numbered. The Bible 
promises that there is coming 
a time when God “will wipe 
away every tear from their 
eyes; death shall be no more; 
neither shall there be 
mourning, nor crying, nor pain 
anymore, for the former things 
have passed away” (Rev 21:4). 

While we wait, Christians are 
called not to despair but to let 
our light shine. As one writer 
admonished, “When hatred 
erupts, we answer with love. 
When injustice rises, we 
pursue righteousness. When 
despair threatens, we cling to hope.” 

While the world is divided 
and points fingers, issues 
blame, and allows these 
horrific acts of violence to be 
politicized, let’s rise above 
partisan pettiness. There’s no 

room for Christians to post 
snarky comments on social 
because of our political views 
or dissatisfaction with the 
justice system or laws with 
which we disagree. 

Instead, let’s show 
compassion. Emphasize with 
those who’ve lost a loved one, 
even if we disagree with their 
politics. Let’s weep with those 
who weep. Let’s pray for the 
Lord to heal our land. And let’s 
truly be “the salt of the earth” 
and “the light of the world.” It’s 
possible because He who said, “I am the light of the world,” 
still shines through the gloom, 
even in the darkest night. “When the world is at its 
darkest, the Christian’s call is 
not to curse the darkness, but 
to shine all the more with the 
love, truth, and hope of Christ.”  
{used with permission from 
thepreachersword.com} 
 

Prayer Requests 

 

Jack Wilson is in a lot of pain. 

Jimmy Stinnett is home. 

Dianna Jarrett had 
emergency surgery and is 
home recovering 

Shirley Perkins was 
hospitalized with pneumonia. 

Shut-ins: Don and Alene 
Simmons, Marcia Neuhaus,  
Dorthy Steadman, Dinah 
Williams 

If you know of someone that 
needs to be on this list, please 
tell Darrell (email preferred) 
and provide updates so names 
stay on the list as long as 
needed. 


