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Is Your House In Order?
by Warren Berkley
“In those days Hezekiah became sick and
was at the point of death. And Isaiah the
prophet the son of Amoz came to him, and
said to him, “Thus says the LORD: Set your
house in order, for you shall die, you shall not
recover.”” (Isaiah 38:1 ESV)
Hezekiah was sick. The Bible says he was
at the point of death. Isaiah went to him and
warned: “This is what the Lord says: Put your
house in order, because you are going to die;
you will not recover.”
What should that mean to us today? “Put
your house in order!” This is not about rearranging furniture or cleaning house. This is
not about getting your last will and testament
ready, signing a living will or anything like that.
The house, here, is life! The order is not about
worldly affairs, but spiritual. The urgency is to
have your life right with God! That includes:
Full repentance of all sin. Think of this as
holding nothing back – giving up every sin

you know you are guilty of and taking nothing
against God to your death. The goodness of
God leads us tofull repentance (Rom. 2:4).
Full submission to God. We cannot get
our house, our life, in order – without full
submission to God. God means everything;
God is first; God is perfectly trustworthy, and
I obey Him with a whole heart to glorify Him
now and to prepare myself for death. Jesus
describes this as loving the Lord your God
with all your heart, with all your soul, and
with all your mind (Matt. 22:37).
Full trust and obedience in Christ. Are
you aware of God’s love, as expressed in the
death of Christ (Rom. 5:6-8)? What impact
has that awareness had? Let that conviction
result in obedience to Christ. He is the author
of eternal salvation to all who obey Him (Heb.
5:9).
I must get my house – my life – in order
through full repentance of sin; full
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submission to God and full trust and obedience
in Christ.
Now keep in mind – Hezekiah had notice.
There is nothing in the Bible anywhere that
could be understood as a guarantee that we
will have notice before our death! So there is
no recommendation out of Isa. 38 – to wait till
you have notice.
The application is to get your life right before
you die by full repentance; full submission to
God, and full trust and obedience in Christ.

Gentle and Quiet Spirit
By George Slover
“Do not let your adornment be merely
outward—arranging the hair, wearing gold,
or putting on fine apparel— rather let it be
the hidden person of the heart, with the
incorruptible beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit,
which is very precious in the sight of God.” (1
Peter 3:3,4)
The message in this context is specifically
addressing women; however, there are some
principles that would apply to all disciples.
True disciples give greater care to adorning the
soul, than to the physical body.
Society has always placed a great emphasis on
how we look on the outside. Much of the way
men and women dress, whether too much or
too few clothes, is driven by a desire to impress
other humans. In the world, what is on the
outside counts far more than what is on the
inside.
Peter’s statement here is a common figure of
speech known as a Hebraism. (See John 6:27
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as another example) Peter is not forbidding
the use a bodily adornment, but is asserting its
utter worthlessness in comparison to what is on
the inside.
God primarily looks at the heart. It is
the hidden man of the heart that must be
formed into the likeness of Christ. It is on
the inside where the word of God does its
work, transforming one into something very
beautiful.
A truly transformed heart manifests itself
by a meek and quiet spirit. Those of a gentle
spirit are in control of their emotions. They do
not quickly flash into anger. They remain calm
and peaceful. They are not motivated by self
assertion or constant fault-finding.
Peter says this gentle spirit is “precious”. The
word used here is also found in Mark 14:3
of the precious ointment used by Mary to
anoint the Lord. Paul also uses the same word
to discourage the use of costly clothing. (1
Timothy 2:9) But the proper adorning of the
soul, is of great value in God’s eyes.
When most of our time in energy is devoted
to outward adorning , the inward work of God
stands still. Instead of growing more heavenly
minded we become more earthly minded. If we
intend to please God, we must be working on
cultivating the spirit and purity of Christ.

Welcome!
When you visit our assemblies, you will be
received friendly, kindly and courteously. We
believe this to be the natural attitude of those who
truly love God and mankind. Though you may at
first be among strangers, we hope that you will
come to know us well and count us as your friends.

We offer Bible studies as well as
correspondence courses for those
interested in learning more about what
God expects of us.

Upcoming Ladies' Bible Classes - Tuesday,
November 10 at the building.

Services for rest of 2020 - The elders have
decided to continue with the current service
times of 10:45 am Sundays and 7:00 pm
Wednesdays for the remainder of the year.
We will reevaluate in December. Thank you
for your support and encouragement as we
make these difficult decisions! --DT for the
elders
If you know of upcoming events, please inform
Darrell so they can be included here.

Please remember the following individuals
in your daily prayers:
June Owens
Jack Wilson
Jerry & Nancy Richardson
Karen Hallmark
Shirley Perkins' brother, Leon
Morgan O'Hair
Dinah Williams
Kevin Barth
Tyler Hairston
Anna Urquhart
Dot's son, Hank
And continue to pray for each other
If you know of someone that needs to be on this list,
please tell Darrell (email preferred) and provide updates so names stay on the list as long as needed.
We have many that face challenges on a daily basis
and need your prayers as well.

“praying at all times in the Spirit, with
all prayer and supplication. To that end,
keep alert with all perseverance, making
supplication for all the saints,”
(Ephesians 6:18 ESV)

NOTES

ABOUT US
The Oaks West church of Christ is a group of
individual Christians who have been added to the
Lord’s body through baptism (Acts 2:38, 47; Gal 3:26,
27), and have joined themselves together (Acts 2:42ff)
in an effort to do the Lord’s will.
We are not a part of any larger organization – we
do not follow any man-made creeds and we do not
answer to anyone other than the Lord.
Our standard of faith and practice is the Word of
God. We believe in the God of revelation (Eph 3:1-7;
2 Tim 3:16-17) and follow his instructions in an effort
to have an ongoing relationship with him (1 John 4:711; 5:3).
Our times of study and worship are open to all,
and our members are happy to meet with interested
individuals or families for study.

Evangelist
Darrell Trammel
512-756-4493 Office
dktrammel@twc.com

Elders
George Gresham
Jim Johnson
Darrell Trammel

SERVICE TIMES

Sunday
Bible Classes . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m.
Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday
Bible Classes . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:00 p.m.

