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Sunday
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September 30, 2020

Oaks West church of Christ

c/o The Elders

P. O. Box 675

Burnet, TX   78611

Dear Brethren,

As we enter into what I believe to be the most beautiful

time of the year we continue to have so many things to

be thankful for. Our family is thankful for you and your

ability and willingness to support me in the preaching of

the gospel of Christ in Northern Colorado. We are

thankful for the many faithful Christian friends that we

have grown to love more and more as the years go by.

May God richly bless your efforts in spreading the Word

of God in your local area – our prayers are with you

daily.

We are still coping with the COVID-19 restrictions here

in Larimer County which includes the cities of Loveland

and Fort Collins. The county is still having between 20-

35 new cases on a daily basis. Some of that is coming

from the student population at Colorado State

University. It is our prayer that you are staying safe and

healthy as you too are enduring the adjustments to

everyday life. In the absence of “all things returning to

normal” at least we can enjoy the beauty of the fall

colors and the crisp morning’s that God has blessed us

with! God is certainly in control and all things are done

“in His time.”

September has been a month of very poor air quality in

the state due to the number of wild fires. Most days

have been very smoky and therefore, we must limit the

time that we spend outside. Please pray that these fires

will soon end.
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FAMILY NEWS

There is not a lot of “new” news about my family at this time. We are all well and staying

busy. Malinda, along with Kaleena, put up the fall decorations a few days ago. That

really makes it feel like autumn is now here. Kristin continues to work from her home for

the Poudre School District. She is involved in several different on-going projects right

now for the district. Kaleena is staying very busy with her on-line college classes. She

does enjoy her classes and continues to make very high grades. Caleb made his decision

on which job offer to accept. Beginning in August 2021 he’ll be working for the

accounting firm that he has interned with three times. They really wanted him to come

work for them and he just felt it was a good fit for him also. Now he is in the process of

completing his Master’s Degree, graduating in May 2021. He’ll have two months off and

then will begin his new job in August. He also wants to work on the things he needs to

get finished to take the four part accountancy exams for his CPA. He is hopeful that he

can get that completed before he begins his job in August. We are all thankful that

everyone continues to be well.

POUDRE VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST

We continue to be very thankful that we as a congregation can continue to meet at our

building every Sunday at 10:30 A.M. for our worship service. All of our members are

there every week. The state and county restrictions require that we have no more than

50% of building capacity and then we must still maintain six foot distancing and wear

face masks. We, as a congregation, continue to worship God and still honor those

restrictions. This pandemic has taught us and probably most everyone else that we

should always be thankful for having the privilege of meeting together, to shake hands,

give hugs, and be mask free. Oh how we are looking forward to those days once again!

We began our new on-line Bible class in the book of “Ecclesiastes” on September 6th.

This class is being conducted via Zoom each Sunday afternoon. Once again, the class

participation has been outstanding and everyone of our members joins in every week.

In addition to the Sunday afternoon class, I am doing a 60 - 90 minute class every Friday

evening on-line via Zoom with Nadine Laughren. She remains very consistent and tells

me that she really looks forward to our study time together. I have seen progress in her

understanding of scripture and her dedication of trying to be as faithful as she can. She

is young and has so much to learn but I am greatly encouraged by her steadfastness and

consistency in attending the classes and our morning worship assembly.

I have not had any new Bible correspondence courses this month. I still have three

individuals completing their courses at this time.
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During these past few weeks I have been preparing some Bible class material that I plan

on doing after our class on Ecclesiastes is completed. The new class will not begin until

sometime after the first of the year. The class is going to be called “Spirituality.” The

lessons will center around “understanding, conversion, and application.” I am confident

that these lessons will generate a lot of discussion and will lead to the seasoned

Christian and the new convert to become much more spiritually minded. When we have

a good understanding of God and the Bible and will commit ourselves to diligently

learning what we are to do as Christians, then we can have confidence in sharing the

good news of salvation to those we come in contact with in our own community.

MY UPCOMING PREACHING TRIPS

April 2021 Cedar Park church of Christ, Cedar Park, TX

Evangelist: Paul White

Because of the COVID-19, my gospel meetings were cancelled for this year. The only

meeting I have scheduled right now in the future is the April 2021 meeting at Cedar

Park. I am available to hold gospel meetings in the fall of 2021 and beyond.

SERMONS

During the month of SEPTEMBER the following sermons were preached:

AM September 6 A Christian’s Moral Attire

PM September 6 No Afternoon Service

AM September 13 The Old Testament

PM September 13 No Afternoon Service

AM September 20 Color Blindness but Soul Seeing

PM September 20 No Afternoon Service

AM September 27 Our Christian Conduct

PM September 27 No Afternoon Service
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SUPPORT

I want to provide you with an update concerning my monthly financial support. About 6

months ago the Smoky Hill church of Christ in Centennial, CO let me know that they will

no longer be supporting me after this year. They have been providing $300.00 per

month in support. I brought this projected loss up to the men of our congregation and

after some discussion it was decided that the local congregation should be able to

replace this projected loss of $300.00 beginning in January 2021. Then on September 10,

2020, I was informed by the Crescent Park church of Christ in Odessa, TX that they will

no longer be able to financially support me after this year. They have been hit hard with

a substantial loss of funds due to the oil industry down fall in that area. I was informed

that they will no longer be able to support any of the preachers that they were providing

outside support to. They have been supporting me with $600.00 per month for several

years and I have grown to love and appreciate these brethren. I have been blessed to be

able to hold three gospel meetings there in the past. At this time I am actively seeking to

replace this projected loss before the end of this year. I have let several individuals and

churches know of my upcoming loss of support and I am hopeful that one or more of

these congregations will be able to replace this projected loss. I am praying and I am

asking that you also pray for me and my family, that this loss will be replaced.

CLOSING

The beautiful fall colors will be vibrant within the next 2-3 weeks. It truly is (even more)

beautiful here during the fall months. But wherever you are this fall, enjoy the colors

and the change of season, and give God the praise and glory. May our wonderful God of

heaven bless you richly in all things. We love and appreciate each and every one of you!

Always remember, that “whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord

Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him” (Colossians 3:17).

In His Service,

Richie Thetford, Evangelist

Poudre Valley church of Christ

Enclosed: September 2020 Bulletins

Bible study sites
www.thetfordcountry.com

rthetford.blogspot.com

Poudre Valley church of Christ
www.poudrevalleychurchofchrist.org
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My financial support for SEPTEMBER was as follows:

Cedar Park church of Christ, Cedar Park, TX          $1,200.00

North 32nd Street church of Christ, Paducah, KY          $1,150.00

Westview church of Christ, Hartselle, AL $800.00

Crescent Park church of Christ, Odessa, TX $600.00
(Support ends December 2020 – Actively seeking to replace this amount)

New Georgia church of Christ, Rogersville, AL $600.00

Twin City church of Christ, College Station, TX $500.00

Adoue Street church of Christ, Alvin, TX $400.00

Green Meadow church of Christ, San Angelo, TX $400.00

College View church of Christ, Florence, AL $300.00

Smoky Hill church of Christ, Centennial, CO $300.00
(Support ends December 2020 – Replaced by Poudre Valley church of Christ January 2021)

Oaks West church of Christ, Burnet, TX $300.00

Olsen Park church of Christ, Amarillo, TX $150.00

Total Support          $6,700.00
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