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How Faith Relates to Your Feelings 
 by Ken Weliever

Bill Scott, a West Virginia preacher, relates 
an incident told by a helicopter pilot who flew 
from an aircraft carrier in the Pacific.

“I was flying the helicopter back to the ship 
when a blinding fog rolled in. Flying at a low 
altitude, I knew that a single mistake would 
plunge my crew and me into the ocean. Worse 
yet, I was experiencing a complete loss of 
balance — which is common for pilots flying 
by instruments. This loss of balance was so 
bad that despite the instrument readings I was 
certain that I was lying on my side.”

“For 15 minutes.” the pilot agonized as he 
relied solely on his instruments. He admitted 
that he fought” the urge to turn it according to 
my feeling.” Then suddenly when they broke 
safely through the fog, he said, “I was deeply 
thankful I had been trained to rely upon my 
instruments rather than on my feelings.”

Religiously, too many people rely on 

undependable and fleeting feelings. Erwin W. 
Lutzer was right when he wrote, “A Christian 
life based on feeling is headed for a gigantic 
collapse.” Or crash.

I’ve had Christians say, “I don’t feel saved,” 
because the fog of doubt, discouragement or 
even despair has enveloped them. They’re 
allowing a temporary emotion to cloud what 
they know is true.

On the other hand, I’ve heard of people 
basing their salvation on some hyper-
emotional experience. One lady described 
her salvation experience at a religious revival 
as an out of body experience. She said she felt 
like she was floating on air. She felt as light 
as a feather. She felt something she’d never 
experienced. She felt like she was saved.

When a preacher questioned if she really 
was floating, she admitted she wasn’t. He 
delicately asked the slightly over-weight 



woman, if she was as light as a feather, she 
curtly replied, “No.” “Well maybe you’re not 
saved either, the preacher suggested.

The Bible teaches that “we walk by faith and 
not by sight” (2 Cor. 5:7). Faith is the solid 
foundation of our eternal hope. The Bible says, 
“Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, 
the conviction of things not seen” (Heb. 11:1).

Furthermore, our faith is founded on facts. 
We’re not flying blindly into clouds. We have 
our “instruments,” to guide us. God’s revealed 
Word. The Bible tells us that we’ve all sinned 
and fallen short of God’s glory (Rom. 3:23). But 
He loves us and wants us to be saved (Jn 3:16). 
That’s why Jesus Christ died for our sins (Rom 
5:8). And his triumphant victory over death 
through his resurrection assures us that we too 
will be raised (1 Cor. 15).

The book of Acts tells the story of salvation. 
People who received God’s saving grace heard 
the Gospel of Christ. Believed. Repented of 
their sins. And were baptized for the remission 
of sins (Acts 2). As a result, God added them to 
the body of the saved, called the church (Acts 
2:47). Those are the facts.

Interestingly, when people by faith obeyed the 
gospel, a good feeling followed. Sinners saved 
like the Ethiopian Treasurer “went on their way 
rejoicing.” Your conscience will be clean and 
clear (1 Peter 3:21). Like the man who found 
the lost sheep or the woman who found the 
lost coin, you will share your excitement with 
others (Lk. 15:7-10).

Faith generates joy (Phil. 1:25). And even 
allows us to face life’s troubles and trials with 
a joyful spirit (1 Pet. 1:7-9). There will even be 
occasions, like in the parable of the prodigal 
son, where a Christian goes astray. Leaves the 
Father. And goes into the far country of sin. But 
when the wayward one returns there will be 
tears of joy. And a celebration when they come 
home.

True Christianity is not devoid of emotion. 
But our feelings are based on faith and rooted in 
the reliable facts of the gospel. Objective Truth 
must be subordinate to our feelings, moods, 
and opinions.

The connection between these concepts is 
summed up in this short verse by an unknown 
author.

Three men were walking on a wall,

Feeling, Faith and Fact,

When Feeling got an awful fall,

And Faith was taken back.

So close was Faith to Feeling

He stumbled and fell too,

But Fact remained and pulled Faith  back,

And Faith brought Feeling too.

{used with permission from thepreachersword.com}
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Welcome!
When you visit our assemblies, you will be 
received friendly, kindly and courteously. We 
believe this to be the natural attitude of those who 
truly love God and mankind. Though you may at 
first be among strangers, we hope that you will 
come to know us well and count us as your friends.

We offer Bible studies as well as 
correspondence courses for those 
interested in learning more about what 
God expects of us.

Upcoming Ladies' Bible Classes - Tuesday, 
September 22 at the building.

Gospel Meeting - October 4-7 with Terry 
Slack. Due to social distancing requirements, 
we are not advertising this meeting to other 
congregations.

Services for August - We will be meeting 
for our 10:45 am service on Sundays and 
our Wednesday evening class at 7 pm. All 
other service times remain cancelled for the 
time being. Thank you for your support and 
encouragement as we make these difficult 
decisions! --DT for the elders

If you know of upcoming events, please 
inform Darrell so they can be included here.

Please remember the following individuals 
in your daily prayers:

June Owens
Jack Wilson
Jerry Richardson
Karen Hallmark
Shirley Perkins' brother, Leon
Morgan O'Hair
Dinah Williams
Joy Ulrich
Kevin Barth
Lisa Trammel
Joel and Tori Moore
Tyler Hairston
Bobbie Gibbons
Anna Urquhart
David Ayers
And continue to pray for each other

If you know of someone that needs to be on this list, 
please tell Darrell (email preferred) and provide up-

dates so names stay on the list as long as needed.

We have many that face challenges on a daily basis 
and need your prayers as well.

“praying at all times in the Spirit, with all 
prayer and supplication. To that end, keep 
alert with all perseverance, making suppli-

cation for all the saints,”
(Ephesians 6:18 ESV)



ABOUT US

The Oaks West church of Christ is a group of 
individual Christians who have been added to the 
Lord’s body through baptism (Acts 2:38, 47; Gal 3:26, 
27), and have joined themselves together (Acts 2:42ff) 
in an effort to do the Lord’s will.

We are not a part of any larger organization – we 
do not follow any man-made creeds and we do not 
answer to anyone other than the Lord.

Our standard of faith and practice is the Word of 
God. We believe in the God of revelation (Eph 3:1-7; 
2 Tim 3:16-17) and follow his instructions in an effort 
to have an ongoing relationship with him (1 John 4:7-
11; 5:3).

Our times of study and worship are open to all, 
and our members are happy to meet with interested 
individuals or families for study.

Evangelist
Darrell Trammel 

512-756-4493 Office 
dktrammel@twc.com

Elders
George Gresham

 Jim Johnson
 Darrell Trammel 

SERVICE TIMES

Sunday
Bible Classes . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m. 
Worship  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m. 
Worship  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday
Bible Classes . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:00 p.m.
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