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God's Chosen People
by Robert Turner

{from Plaintalk, Volume 19, number 1.
March, 1982} When Adam and Eve were
cast out of Eden there were no "chosen
people" save in the mind of God. For 2,500
years (Usher's inadequate chronology)
God showed no special favor to any one
nation. But God planned to bring His
Son to earth to be born of woman, to die
for man's redemption. Jesus must be of
some family, some race; and God did not
so honor an existing nation, but chose
to build a special people, prepared both
physically and spiritually, through which
His Son would come to fulfill His purpose.

with other nations and forbidden to
intermarry with them. Abraham's
grandson, Jacob, was given the name
"Israel" and his descendents were known
as Israelites. Following Joseph into Egypt,
they were made bondservants there, and
welded together in hardship. Generations
later God allowed Moses to lead them to
freedom and gave them special spiritual
and national laws — basis for a theocracy
which God had planned. Joshua led the
people into the "promised land" where
they were first ruled by Judges, then as a
full-fledged united kingdom under kings
Abraham, a Chaldean, was chosen as Saul, David and Solomon.
father of this special people because of
God's "land covenant" with these
his faithfulness. He was called from his people was conditional ( Josh. 23:14-f)
homeland, and he and his descendents and because they were unfaithful they
lived a nomadic life, having little contact were scattered ( Jer. 18:5 — 19:10).

God's Chosen People ...
Had it not been for God's promise to save
a "remnant" they would have been utterly
destroyed (Isa. 1:2-9; 10:20-21). But God
had planned to send His Son as a descendent
of David, son of Jesse (Isa. 11:1-16) and the
"sure mercies of David" i.e., salvation from
sin, would be available to Jew and Gentile
through Him (Isa. 49:5-6; Acts 13:22-23,
32-39). (Note that Gentiles could have
redemption at the same time, and by the
same Savior as the "remnant" — Joel 2:2832; Acts 2:16-41). Now read carefully, Gal.
3:16-29, for a summary of the fulfillment of
God's promise to Abraham. The literal Jews
were "chosen" to bring Christ to the world,
but all followers of His are "Abraham's seed"
(figuratively) "and heirs according to the
promise."
Genealogies of the literal children of
Abraham are long lost. Jews, as a race, are
no more "chosen" today than any other
people. They forfeited that place through
lack of faith; but by coming to Christ they
have the same hope for heaven as any
others. Paul wrote, "lie is not a Jew which is
one outwardly ... but he is a Jew which is one
inwardly ... whose praise is not of men, but of
God" (Rom. 2:28-29). Christians ( Jews and
Gentiles) are "a chosen generation, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar people"
(1 Pet. 2:9). They are a spiritual "nation"
over which Christ rules as King (Acts

concluded from front page
2:29-36). This is the "kingdom" that was
"at hand" during Christ's personal ministry
(Matt: 16: 18-19, 28; Mk. 9:1; Acts 1:8). In
the first century the Colossians had been
translated into that kingdom (1:12-13) and
the Philippians were told their citizenship
was in heaven (3:20).
God's "chosen" (elect) are all who come to
Christ for salvation (Eph. 1:).

Welcome!
When you visit our assemblies, you will be
received friendly, kindly and courteously. We
believe this to be the natural attitude of those who
truly love God and mankind. Though you may at
first be among strangers, we hope that you will
come to know us well and count us as your friends.

We offer Bible studies as well as
correspondence courses for those
interested in learning more about what
God expects of us.

Upcoming Ladies' Bible Classes - cancelled
until further notice.
Services for August - We will meet for one
service at 10:45 a.m. There will not be a Bible
class or evening service, and there still will
not be a Wednesday evening service. We will
re-evaluate toward the end of August. Thank
you for your support and encouragement as
we make these difficult decisions! --DT for
the elders
If you know of upcoming events, please
inform Darrell so they can be included here.

Please remember the following
individuals in your daily prayers:
June Owens
Jack Wilson
Jerry Richardson
Karen Hallmark
Shirley Perkins' brother, Leon
Morgan O'Hair
Dinah Williams
Joy Ulrich
Kevin Barth
Lisa Trammel
Joel and Tori Moore
Tyler Hairston
And continue to pray for each other
If you know of someone that needs to be on
this list, please tell Darrell (email preferred)
and provide updates so names stay on the
list as long as needed.
We have many that face challenges on a daily
basis and need your prayers as well.

“praying at all times in the Spirit, with
all prayer and supplication. To that end,
keep alert with all perseverance, making
supplication for all the saints,”
(Ephesians 6:18 ESV)

NOTES

ABOUT US
The Oaks West church of Christ is a group of
individual Christians who have been added to the
Lord’s body through baptism (Acts 2:38, 47; Gal 3:26,
27), and have joined themselves together (Acts 2:42ff)
in an effort to do the Lord’s will.
We are not a part of any larger organization – we
do not follow any man-made creeds and we do not
answer to anyone other than the Lord.
Our standard of faith and practice is the Word of
God. We believe in the God of revelation (Eph 3:1-7;
2 Tim 3:16-17) and follow his instructions in an effort
to have an ongoing relationship with him (1 John 4:711; 5:3).
Our times of study and worship are open to all,
and our members are happy to meet with interested
individuals or families for study.

Evangelist
Darrell Trammel
512-756-4493 Office
dktrammel@twc.com

Elders
George Gresham
Jim Johnson
Darrell Trammel

SERVICE TIMES

Sunday
Bible Classes . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m.
Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday
Bible Classes . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:00 p.m.

