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Where Do I Fit?
by Dee Bowman
My Dad was a great fellow. He was rather
introverted, even bordered on being timid.
But there was a kind of inner stability
about him that made you know that his
timidity was not a sign of anything–except
the wisdom it takes to be quiet and listen.
He had a philosophical bent about him
and when he did say something, you could
usually put it in your pocket and use it later
because it was something that made good
sense.

he would show to prospective buyers. He
was an expert at measuring a person for
clothes and “that’s the key to having satisfied
customers,” he would say. We didn’t always
have much– didn’t even have a car until I
was 12 or 13–but we had nice clothes, so
everybody thought we were better off than
we were.

One thing my Dad said about clothes has
stayed with me all these years. “Things wear
out where they don’t fit,” he said. In other
We moved to the Plains of West Texas words, if you buy things that fit you, you can
when I was 5 years old. My dad kept books wear them much longer. Things wear out
at the cotton Gin for Hume Russell. Later, where they don’t fit.
when we had saved up a little money, he
That’s true of humans, too, you know.
bought a dry cleaning shop in Morton. In Folks soon wear out where they don’t fit.
addition to cleaning clothes, Dad ordered
If you’re in a crowd where you don’t fit,
tailor-made suits for the National Tailoring
Company in Chicago. We still have a nice chances are you won’t stay long–mainly
quilt Mom made out of the wool suit samples because you don’t think you look good
there. When you feel welcome–that is,

Where Do I Fit? ...

concluded from front page

when you fit–you’ll more likely stay longer fit nicely into your own spot. Actually, if you
and be more of a part of the overall picture.
try and force yourself into a place where you
Where do you fit here? Let’s look at some don’t fit, you mess up the whole picture and
someone who actually fits where you’re trying
things that are necessary for a good fit.
to is left to fit where he doesn’t fit either. And
A good fit begins with a good measurement. that makes for trouble. The various parts
You have to measure yourself. Introspection of the body function together to make the
may be the hardest kind of inspection. First whole body strong, but the liver doesn’t try to
of all, it requires complete honesty. You have be what’s it not and the feet don’t try and take
to take a long look at your assets and liabilities the place of the ears (see I Cor. 12:14-f).
and see how you can best use what you have
Everybody fits. There are no unimportant
and try and do better at what you lack. That’s
not easy, but just remember, not everybody parts in this picture. Every single part–no
fits into every slot, and you’re apt to wear out matter how small or seemingly insignificant
if you force yourself into some area where it may seem–has a place. When a part is
you don’t fit. Paul said, (Gal. 6:4), “But let missing, it messes up the entire picture and,
each one examine his own work, and then he rather than blending in to the whole, the void
will have rejoicing in himself alone and not causes people to see only the missing part,
in another.” Self-examination always begins thus distracting terribly from the big picture.
And how wonderful just to know that you
with a good heart (Psalm 15:1-2).
have a place, and one that no one else is fitted
You have to want to. You won’t fit if you for. When Paul says we are “knitted together,”
don’t want to. Many times people who he says the knitting is supplied by every joint
complain about not being a part, don’t fit in contributing its part by “the effective working
because deep down, they don’t really want by which every part does its share” (Eph.
to. If you want to, you can fit. How sad to 4:17). Only when every part does its part can
see some folks who complain bitterly–and the whole body be effective.
talk loudly–because they don’t have a place
So, let’s get together. Let’s gather together
when they never tried to fit in. The one talent
man (Matt. 25:25) didn’t fit into his master’s all the parts of this church and fit them into
plan not because he couldn’t, but because he the over-all scheme of things and get to the
business of being lights in the world–a picture
decided not to.
that will reflect to the world around us that
You have to stay in your own place. Not we’re serious about the business of going to
everybody fits everywhere and not everybody heaven and that we’re interested in taking as
can do everything. Sometimes you have to many people with us we can.
just be satisfied with where you fit and try to

Welcome!
When you visit our assemblies, you will be
received friendly, kindly and courteously. We
believe this to be the natural attitude of those who
truly love God and mankind. Though you may at
first be among strangers, we hope that you will
come to know us well and count us as your friends.

We offer Bible studies as well as
correspondence courses for those
interested in learning more about what
God expects of us.

Upcoming Ladies' Bible Classes - cancelled
until further notice.
Services for August - We will meet for one
service at 10:45 a.m. There will not be a Bible
class or evening service, and there still will
not be a Wednesday evening service. We will
re-evaluate toward the end of August. Thank
you for your support and encouragement as
we make these difficult decisions! --DT for
the elders
If you know of upcoming events, please
inform Darrell so they can be included here.

Please remember the following individuals
in your daily prayers:
June Owens
Jack Wilson
Jerry Richardson
Karen Hallmark
Shirley Perkins' brother, Leon
Morgan O'Hair
Dinah Williams
Joy Ulrich
Kevin Barth
Lisa Trammel
Joel and Tori Moore
Tyler Hairston
Bobbie Gibbons
Anna Urquhart
And continue to pray for each other
If you know of someone that needs to be on this list,
please tell Darrell (email preferred) and provide updates so names stay on the list as long as needed.
We have many that face challenges on a daily basis
and need your prayers as well.

“praying at all times in the Spirit, with
all prayer and supplication. To that end,
keep alert with all perseverance, making
supplication for all the saints,”
(Ephesians 6:18 ESV)

NOTES

ABOUT US
The Oaks West church of Christ is a group of
individual Christians who have been added to the
Lord’s body through baptism (Acts 2:38, 47; Gal 3:26,
27), and have joined themselves together (Acts 2:42ff)
in an effort to do the Lord’s will.
We are not a part of any larger organization – we
do not follow any man-made creeds and we do not
answer to anyone other than the Lord.
Our standard of faith and practice is the Word of
God. We believe in the God of revelation (Eph 3:1-7;
2 Tim 3:16-17) and follow his instructions in an effort
to have an ongoing relationship with him (1 John 4:711; 5:3).
Our times of study and worship are open to all,
and our members are happy to meet with interested
individuals or families for study.

Evangelist
Darrell Trammel
512-756-4493 Office
dktrammel@twc.com

Elders
George Gresham
Jim Johnson
Darrell Trammel

SERVICE TIMES

Sunday
Bible Classes . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m.
Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday
Bible Classes . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:00 p.m.

