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Prayer and Need 
 by Rickie Jenkins

Just think, we can walk right up to the 
King’s throne room. We have access to 
the King (Heb. 4:16). We can come to 
the throne of grace. The throne — where 
giving proceeds and prayers are answered. 
When will we find people knocking on the 
throne room to get in?  “Find grace to help 
in time of need.”

Would we pray if we never had that 
moment of need? Perhaps, but for people 
who have troubles, there is an even more 
compelling interest. People with needs 
don’t have to be reminded to pray. The need 
will bring us to pray. People who forget 
God do not have a place for God in their 
life. Even the most selfish, unprincipled 
person who gives no thought of God, is 
compelled to pray when the unthinkable 
happens to him. They get miserably sick, 

or find themselves dying or, they look out 
the window and see a tornado bearing 
down on their house, what happens? They 
will pray. No one may have taught them 
how to pray. They will pray. People who 
find themselves in a fox hole will figure 
out how to pray. Why? There is a sense 
of need. When the sense of need arises, 
to a compelling and overwhelming level, 
people will pray.

We relate to prayer and asking.  More 
prominent, in prayer and in scripture, 
were people offering thanksgiving. When 
compelling need has brought us to our 
knees and we have been forced to pray in 
our crisis hour, we must not forget to offer 
thanks.

Pray in the crisis, but do not forget 



to thank God when it passes. The problem 
with absence of thanksgiving is a problem 
that originates in the heart. It is the lack 
of a sense of need. When we do not have 
a sense of need, we may not have our sense 
of needs met.  Without a sense of need we 
will not only fail to ask, we will not have 
thanksgiving.

Have you ever received a gift from 
someone that you had no need for at all? 
We have garage sales for things like that. 
You may say, “Thank you” for the gift. 
But are we thankful for a gift we have no 
need of at all? We are appreciative of the 
thoughtfulness of the friend, but are we 
thankful for something you do not want or 
need? Not usually..

There is a compelling thankfulness 
that arises when it is a gift that meets a 
compelling need. We say, “Thank you.” 
Why? Because it satisfies a need. Paul said, 
“I thank God…” (Rom. 7: 25a). “I thank 
God” for what? Who is thankful for Jesus 
the Lord but people who have felt the need 
without Him (Rom.7:24-25)? This man’s 
great hopeless need has been satisfied. It is 
such a great need that a great thanksgiving 
rises up. When there is no sense of need 
supplied there is no thanksgiving.

The greater the sense of need, the stronger 
the expression of gratitude.

Remember the story of the 10 lepers and 
how one came back? Where are the nine 
who had a great need and who received a 
great blessing? Out of no sense of compelling 
need supplied, the nine went their way and 
never said, “Thank you.” We cannot afford 
to join their ranks.

Quote: “Gratitude is the memory of the 
heart.” ( J. B. Massieu)
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Welcome!
When you visit our assemblies, you will be 
received friendly, kindly and courteously. We 
believe this to be the natural attitude of those who 
truly love God and mankind. Though you may at 
first be among strangers, we hope that you will 
come to know us well and count us as your friends.

We offer Bible studies as well as 
correspondence courses for those 
interested in learning more about what 
God expects of us.

Upcoming Ladies' Bible Classes - cancelled 
until further notice.

Services for August - We will meet for one 
service at 10:45 a.m. There will not be a Bible 
class or evening service, and there still will 
not be a Wednesday evening service. We will 
re-evaluate toward the end of August. Thank 
you for your support and encouragement as 
we make these difficult decisions! --DT for 
the elders

If you know of upcoming events, please 
inform Darrell so they can be included here.

Please remember the following individuals 
in your daily prayers:

June Owens
Jack Wilson
Jerry Richardson
Karen Hallmark
Shirley Perkins' brother, Leon
Morgan O'Hair
Dinah Williams
Joy Ulrich
Kevin Barth
Lisa Trammel
Joel and Tori Moore
Tyler Hairston
Bobbie Gibbons
Anna Urquhart
And continue to pray for each other

If you know of someone that needs to be on this list, 
please tell Darrell (email preferred) and provide up-

dates so names stay on the list as long as needed.

We have many that face challenges on a daily basis 
and need your prayers as well.

“praying at all times in the Spirit, with 
all prayer and supplication. To that end, 
keep alert with all perseverance, making 

supplication for all the saints,”
(Ephesians 6:18 ESV)



ABOUT US

The Oaks West church of Christ is a group of 
individual Christians who have been added to the 
Lord’s body through baptism (Acts 2:38, 47; Gal 3:26, 
27), and have joined themselves together (Acts 2:42ff) 
in an effort to do the Lord’s will.

We are not a part of any larger organization – we 
do not follow any man-made creeds and we do not 
answer to anyone other than the Lord.

Our standard of faith and practice is the Word of 
God. We believe in the God of revelation (Eph 3:1-7; 
2 Tim 3:16-17) and follow his instructions in an effort 
to have an ongoing relationship with him (1 John 4:7-
11; 5:3).

Our times of study and worship are open to all, 
and our members are happy to meet with interested 
individuals or families for study.

Evangelist
Darrell Trammel 

512-756-4493 Office 
dktrammel@twc.com

Elders
George Gresham

 Jim Johnson
 Darrell Trammel 

SERVICE TIMES

Sunday
Bible Classes . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m. 
Worship  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m. 
Worship  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday
Bible Classes . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:00 p.m.
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