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Why Is Forgiveness So Hard?  

 by Rickie Jenkins

Why is it so hard to forgive? C.S. Lewis 
said, “Forgiveness is easy until there is 
something to forgive.”

 Is it possible we have trouble forgiving 
because we do not want to? No matter 
the depth of contrition or appeal for 
forgiveness, because we have been hurt or 
those we love have been hurt, we don’t want 
to forgive. Who is the problem here? The 
one who offended or the one who refuses 
to forgive?  If we do not forgive because we 
do not want to, it says more about us than 
the one who is seeking forgiveness.

 Is it possible we do not want to forgive 
because we think forgiveness is a feeling? 
Because we do not feel it, we do not forgive. 
We must recognize that forgiveness is a 
choice. We choose to forgive or not forgive. 
If we wait until we feel like it, we will never 

forgive.  Even though we may not feel like 
it, we can still choose to forgive. When we 
choose to forgive, we will feel better. It is 
not the other way around. 

 Is it possible we refuse to forgive because 
we are not done wallowing in the grudge 
yet? When we have been hurt, we want 
others to know we are hurt. So, we take 
that hurt and let it fester into a grudge and 
until the one who offended us has pain. 
We want them to suffer and hurt like we 
have suffered and hurt.  The grudge turns 
into spite which turns into hate. “You hurt 
me, and I will not forgive you until my 
pound of flesh has been paid. You will pay 
dearly!”

 Is it possible we refuse to forgive because 
we are not ready? We don’t want to; we 
want to harbor the grudge and until 



we are good and ready, we will not move. 
The stubborn will that caused the hurt is 
now the stubborn will that inflicts the hurt. 
But, the one hurt is not the one we refuse 
to forgive. The one hurt is us.  We think we 
are making them wait but, we are the one 
hurting ourselves. 

 Here is the big take away. We don’t have 
the option to forgive or not forgive. The Lord 
said if we forgive others, He will forgive us. 
But if we refuse to forgive others, He will 
not forgive us. Extending forgiveness is not 
optional! Has there been hurt? Yes. Has 
there been alienation? Yes. Has there been 
pain? Yes. Have I seen a loved one hurt? Yes 
But, none of that matters. Either we choose 
to forgive and therefore forgiven, or we 
choose not to forgive and therefore we will 
not be forgiven. 

“Yeah, but you do not understand. They 
did not say it the way I wanted them to or 
do it in the way I think they should have.” 
Surely, we do not mean that! Surely, we have 
not thought that through! Is that the kind 
of justice we want? Oh, no, when it is me it 
is different. I really mean it. Wait! Now we 
are saying the person asking for forgiveness 
really does not mean it because they did not 
say it the way we think they should or do 
it in the way we think it should be done?  
Hmmm? I think I see a log in one’s eye who 
is trying to remove the speck in his brother’s 
eye. 

 It is really very simple, yet hard to do. We 
either choose to forgive or we choose not to. 
In which case, if we refuse to forgive, take it 
up with the Lord, not the one who offended.
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Welcome!
When you visit our assemblies, you will be 
received friendly, kindly and courteously. We 
believe this to be the natural attitude of those who 
truly love God and mankind. Though you may at 
first be among strangers, we hope that you will 
come to know us well and count us as your friends.

We offer Bible studies as well as 
correspondence courses for those 
interested in learning more about what 
God expects of us.

Upcoming Ladies' Bible Classes - cancelled 
until further notice.

Services for June & July - For the month s of 
June and July, we have decided to recombine 
the services. We will meet for one service at 
10:45 a.m. There will not be a Bible class or 
evening service, and there still will not be 
a Wednesday evening service. We will re-
evaluate toward the end of July. Thank you for 
your support and encouragement as we make 
these difficult decisions! --DT for the elders

If you know of upcoming events, please 
inform Darrell so they can be included here.

Please remember the following 
individuals in your daily prayers:

June Owens
Jack Wilson
Jerry & Nancy Richardson
Karen Hallmark
Shirley Perkins' brother, Leon
Morgan O'Hair
Dinah Williams
Joy Ulrich
Anne Stanberry
Kevin Barth
Lisa Trammel
And continue to pray for each other

If you know of someone that needs to be on 
this list, please tell Darrell (email preferred) 
and provide updates so names stay on the 
list as long as needed.

We have many that face challenges on a daily 

basis and need your prayers as well.

“praying at all times in the Spirit, with 
all prayer and supplication. To that end, 
keep alert with all perseverance, making 

supplication for all the saints,”
(Ephesians 6:18 ESV)



ABOUT US

The Oaks West church of Christ is a group of 
individual Christians who have been added to the 
Lord’s body through baptism (Acts 2:38, 47; Gal 3:26, 
27), and have joined themselves together (Acts 2:42ff) 
in an effort to do the Lord’s will.

We are not a part of any larger organization – we 
do not follow any man-made creeds and we do not 
answer to anyone other than the Lord.

Our standard of faith and practice is the Word of 
God. We believe in the God of revelation (Eph 3:1-7; 
2 Tim 3:16-17) and follow his instructions in an effort 
to have an ongoing relationship with him (1 John 4:7-
11; 5:3).

Our times of study and worship are open to all, 
and our members are happy to meet with interested 
individuals or families for study.

Evangelist
Darrell Trammel 

512-756-4493 Office 
dktrammel@twc.com

Elders
George Gresham

 Jim Johnson
 Darrell Trammel 

SERVICE TIMES

Sunday
Bible Classes . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m. 
Worship  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m. 
Worship  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday
Bible Classes . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:00 p.m.
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