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How To Deal With Grievous Sin
by Ken Weliever
Kent and Barbara Hughes, in their book
on ministry, tell of a gifted young preacher
who had experienced a moral failure in his
ministry.
He borrowed a pickup truck and wheeled
in the church parking lot. Everyone watched
as he backed across the church lawn to his
study door. Refusing any assistance from
the members and without any comments,
he began emptying his office upon the truck
bed. First, he emptied the content of his desk
draws. Then His files. And finally his books.
“He tossed them carelessly into a heap, many
of them flopping askew like slain birds.”
When he finished, he left and drove to the
city dump where everything was thrown upon
the garbage heap. He determined to never
return to the pulpit. And he never did.
There are many ways to deal with failure,

but quitting is not what God desires.
In today’s Bible reading, 2 Samuel 11-12,
we read about how King David, “the man
after God’s own heart” failed grievously. He
lusted. He committed adultery. He had a man
murdered. He covered up his sin. And he lied.
How does anyone recover from such a
shameful and shocking moral failure? David
shows us how to respond when you have
failed.
First, after being confronted by Nathan
the prophet, David admitted “I have sinned
against the Lord” (2Sam. 12:13). The road
to recovery must begin with a realization
and admission of sin. This calls for personal
responsibility and accountability.
Secondly, the road to restoration of our
relationship with the Lord is modeled by
David with two simple words: “Cleanse
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me.” Listen to David’s penitent prayer.
Have mercy on me, O God,
according to your steadfast love;

we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness” (1 Jn 1:8-9).

according to your abundant mercy

Therefore, no sin, no failure, no moral
downfall that is beyond cleansing. And the
reason is that we serve a gracious God. He is
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,
a God of grace, mercy, and love. Grace gives us
and cleanse me from my sin!
what we do not deserve. And mercy withholds
–Psalm 51:1-2
from us what we do deserve. Because God loves
David had defiled his soul. He had dishonored us unconditionally, he provides both.
Jehovah. He had disobeyed 5 of the 10
The account of David’s failure offers us hope
commandments. David was spiritually dirty. when things seem hopeless. It shows that there
It has been said that “what dirt is to the body, is light beyond the darkness of sin. It reveals to
sin is to the inner person.” David needed the us that restoration is possible. That forgiveness
cleansing from sin that only God could provide. can be obtained. And that our relationship
And so do we.
with God can be reconciled.
blot out my transgressions.

Thirdly, while David sinned against
Bathsheba, Uriah, and nation of Israel, he
realized that sin is primarily against God. He
acknowledged this in Psalm 51:4
“Against You, You only have I sinned, and
done this evil in Your sight.”

However, we must be willing to repent.
To humbly confess our sins. Admit our
waywardness. And seek God’s righteousness.
While it means accepting the consequences of
our actions, we do not have to wallow in selfpity, rejection or shame.

We can be purged. Cleansed. And have our
Sin is more than a mistake. Or a societal
issue. Or scrape with the law. Or even a church souls washed whiter than snow.
problem. Our sins are an affront to Jehovah’s
Don’t quit. Don’t forsake your spiritual
holiness. Disrespectful of His commands. calling. And don’t throw yourself upon Satan’s
And a slap in the face to God’s grace and His garbage heap.
bountiful blessings.
Along with David, you may pray: “Restore to
It is well for us to remember “there is none me the joy of Your salvation, And uphold me by
righteous, no not one.” And that “all have sinned Your generous Spirit” (Ps 51:12)
and fallen short of the glory of God” (Rom.
{used with permission from thepreachersword.com}
3:10,23). In fact, “If we say that we have no sin,

Welcome!
When you visit our assemblies, you will be
received friendly, kindly and courteously. We
believe this to be the natural attitude of those who
truly love God and mankind. Though you may at
first be among strangers, we hope that you will
come to know us well and count us as your friends.

We offer Bible studies as well as
correspondence courses for those
interested in learning more about what
God expects of us.

Upcoming Ladies' Bible Classes - cancelled
until further notice.
Services for June - For the month of June,
we have decided to recombine the services.
For June, we will meet for one service at
10:45 a.m. There will not be a Bible class or
evening service, and there still will not be a
Wednesday evening service. Toward the end
of June we will make a decision on July. Thank
you for your support and encouragement as
we make these difficult decisions! --DT for
the elders
If you know of upcoming events, please
inform Darrell so they can be included here.

Please remember the following
individuals in your daily prayers:
June Owens
Jack Wilson
Jerry Richardson
Karen Hallmark
Shirley Perkins' brother, Leon
Morgan O'Hair
Dinah Williams
Joy Ulrich
Anne Stanberry
And continue to pray for each other
If you know of someone that needs to
be on this list, please tell Darrell (email
preferred) and provide updates so names
stay on the list as long as needed.
We have many that face challenges on a
daily basis and need your prayers as well.
“praying at all times in the Spirit, with
all prayer and supplication. To that end,
keep alert with all perseverance, making
supplication for all the saints,”
(Ephesians 6:18 ESV)
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ABOUT US
The Oaks West church of Christ is a group of
individual Christians who have been added to the
Lord’s body through baptism (Acts 2:38, 47; Gal 3:26,
27), and have joined themselves together (Acts 2:42ff)
in an effort to do the Lord’s will.
We are not a part of any larger organization – we
do not follow any man-made creeds and we do not
answer to anyone other than the Lord.
Our standard of faith and practice is the Word of
God. We believe in the God of revelation (Eph 3:1-7;
2 Tim 3:16-17) and follow his instructions in an effort
to have an ongoing relationship with him (1 John 4:711; 5:3).
Our times of study and worship are open to all,
and our members are happy to meet with interested
individuals or families for study.
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SERVICE TIMES

Sunday
Bible Classes . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m.
Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday
Bible Classes . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:00 p.m.

