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March 31, 2020 

Elders and Brethren 

Oaks-West Church of Christ 

P.O. Box 675, Burnet TX 78611 

Dear brethren: 

Greetings from the Birmingham area - I hope everyone is well and safe, as we all make adjustments to 

life and worship during a time of pandemic. 

 

As some of you may know, Jefferson County (where Kimberly sits) has the highest number of 

COVID-19 cases in the state of Alabama, and as a result, the restrictions placed in our area came 

earlier than in some places. The county limited us to gatherings of less than 10 as of March 20, so on 

March 22, we had to plan on the fly for our worship service. As it happened, a number of our members 

were already sick (with other ailments), and between that and those wishing to stay home, we only had 

five people attending. We live-streamed the worship, doing a single Sunday morning service with 

communion for those present. 

 

With more of our members healthy this week and more time to discuss among ourselves, we elected to 

hold a single Sunday service, designating nine of us to meet in the building and perform the worship, 

with any others who wished meeting in their vehicles outside to listen and watch on Facebook. We 

have streamed our regular Bible classes as separate online sessions. We likely will continue this plan 

moving forward until the restrictions are lifted or our situation no longer permits assembly. For the 

most part, our members are committed to having some form of in-person assembly on Sunday 

mornings. 

 

We’ve been blessed with a group of members with healthy and godly attitudes who hold varying ideas 

on what their individual consciences will permit, but have approached the discussion with patience and 

tolerance, wanting to make sure we came to a resolution that accommodated consciences but still 

fulfilled our responsibility to assemble.  

 

This month, I have tried to increase our online content in order to encourage the members and offer 

opportunities to share and invite friends to join classes with us. We typically have had 10-15 viewers 

during our streaming classes on John (which concluded this past Sunday.) In addition, I’ve continued 

publishing new episodes of the podcast “Training For Godliness,” along with additional blog posts and 

online devotional material. 

 

This past week, I started working with two of the area preachers to start an online study on Romans, 

which has been well received so far. We are streaming our discussion on the Kimberly Facebook page, 
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while allowing questions and comments from viewers. We’re meeting Sundays at 7 p.m. Central time, 

and will start chapter 2 this coming Sunday. 

 

Thank you for your continued support and prayers. God bless you and keep you safe! 

In Christ, 

Paul Hammons 


