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Service Is Fundamental

by Ken Weliever

A Sunday school teacher was teaching
her kindergarten children about the
Golden Rule and the importance of helping
others. After telling the parable of the Good
Samaritan, the teacher said, “Remember,
children we are here to serve others”

With that a little girl piped up and asked,
“Then what are the others here for?”

Serving is fundamental to our faith.

Jesus said, “but whoever desires to
become great among you, let him be your
servant. And whoever desires to be first
among you, let him be your slave — just as
the Son of Man did not come to be served,
but to serve, and to give His life a ransom
for many” (Matt 20:26-28)

Rick Warren in his best-selling book, The
Purpose Driven Life, put it this way: “You
were put here to make a contribution. You
weren't created to consume resources—
to eat, breathe, and take up space. God
designed you to make a difference with
your life...You were created to add to life on
earth, not just to take from it. God wants
you to give something back”

Author W. Beran Wolfe was right when
he wrote, “No one has learned the meaning
of life until he has surrendered his ego to
the service of his fellow men.

Here are nine bullet points from the New
Testament about serving.

1. We are saved to serve (2 Tim. 1:9). God
wants us to serve Him. Serve our brethren.
Serve our community.

2. We are called to serve (1 Pet. 2:9; 2

Tim. 1:9). The calling is holy. Heavenly.
And according to God’s purpose.

3. We are created in Christ Jesus for good
works (Eph. 2:10). They are prepared by
God. And He said we should “do them”

4. We are commanded by Christ to serve
(Mk. 10:43-45). Service is not optional. It’s
required.

5. We serve based on our gifts (Rom.
12:6-7) Paul says that by God’s grace we all
have gifts that are unique. Special. Personal.
And that we should use them.

6. Our service in the body of Christ is
interdependent. We need each other (Rom.
12:3-5)

7. Our service to one another ought to be
motivated by love (Gal. 5:13).

8. Our service builds up the body of Christ
(Eph. 4:11-12). It edifies. Encourages.
Enables. And empowers.

9. We will be rewarded for service (1 Cor.
3:8). Jesus reminds in his parable sheep and
the goats depicting the day of Judgment,
that even the small things we do in serving

“the least of these” will not go unnoticed by
the Lord.

Too often in churches we think of the
preacher as being “The Minister” Or service
being left up to the elders. Or deacons. And
while it is true that each of those have a
special ministry, it is clear from the teaching
of the New Testament that ALL Christians
should seek to serve others.

Jesus is our great example. Dr. Luke says,
“He went about doing good” And he calls

Welcome!

When  you  visit  our
assemblies, you will be
received friendly, kindly and
courteously. We believe this
to be the natural attitude
of those who truly love
God and mankind. Though
you may at first be among
strangers, we hope that you
will come to know us well
and count us as your friends.

We offer Bible studies as
well as correspondence
courses for those interested
in learning more about what
God expects of us.

Important Dates

Ladies’ Class - Tuesday,
April 23 at 10 a.m.

If you know of upcoming
events, please inform Darrell
so they can be included
here.




on us to follow in His steps. To do good.
To serve. To minister. Paul exhorted,
“Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us
do good to all people, especially to those
who belong to the family of believers. (Gal.
6:10)

Make serving the core of your
Christianity. Make it your attitude. Your
action. Your practice. Service says, “I Care”
“I Love” “I want to help” My friend and
preaching colleague Phillip Mullins once
observed, “We communicate better with
deeds than with talk. Love is never sweeter
than when expressed with service”

{used with permission from thepreachersword.com}

Prayer Requests

Jack Wilson is still struggling with
pain and limited mobility.

Jerry Richardson’s had a very good
report this week. The tumor is almost
completely gone & no more suspicious
things in his scan. His blood work was
excellent

Dinah Williams continues to have
mobility issues.

Don Simmons is at home and still on
constant oxygen.

Debbie McMurray has received good
test results but is still under treatment.

Terry Behrns is recovering at his
sister’s home

Lisa Trammel is home from the
hospital and trying to regain some
strength.

If you know of someone that needs to be on
this list, please tell Darrell (email preferred)
and provide updates so names stay on the list
as long as needed.

“praying at all times in the Spirit, with
all prayer and supplication. To that end,

keep alert with all perseverance, making
supplication for all the saints,

(Ephesians 6:18 ESV)

The Oaks West church of
Christis a group of individual
Christians who have been
added to the Lord’'s body
through baptism (Acts 2:38,
47: Gal 3:26, 27), and have
joined themselves together
(Acts 2:42ff) in an effort to
do the Lord's will.

We are not a part of any
larger organization - we
do not follow any man-
made creeds and we do not
answer to anyone other than
the Lord.

Our standard of faith and
practice is the Word of
God. We believe in the
God of revelation (Eph
3:1-7; 2 Tim 3:16-17) and
follow his instructions in an
effort to have an ongoing
relationship with him (1

John 4:7-11; 5:3).

Our times of study and
worship are open to all, and
our members are happy
to meet with interested
individuals or families for
study.
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Contact Us
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