
Assembly Times:
Sunday

Worship Service 10:30 a.m. & 5:00 p.m.
Bible Study 9:30 a.m.

Wednesday
Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

Services are live-streamed to our website:

oakswestchurchofchrist.com

February 18, 2024

W e l c o m e !
When you visit our 

assemblies, you will be 

received friendly, kindly and 

courteously. We believe this 

to be the natural attitude 

of those who truly love 

God and mankind. Though 

you may at first be among 
strangers, we hope that you 

will come to know us well 

and count us as your friends.

We offer Bible studies as 

well as correspondence 

courses for those interested 

in learning more about what 

God expects of us.

Important Dates

Ladies’ Class - Tuesday, 
February 13 at 10 a.m.

Our Next Gospel Meeting  
is scheduled for March 24-
27 with David Raif

If you know of upcoming 
events, please inform Darrell 
so they can be included 
here.

Because We Have A Great High Priest
 by Ken Weliever

Last week Norma Jean and I were 
blessed to a�end the annual Florida 
College Lectures. �e theme was “We 
Have a Great High Priest.” �e lessons 
were based on the book of Hebrews.

In Rick Boswell’s lecture a New High 
Priest, he quotes Michael Heiser who 
said, “It is important to recognize that 
within the greater context of the book of 
Hebrews, chapter 4:14 to chapter 5:10 
is about building con�dence in Christ 
and His work on our behalf. Christ’s 
incarnation (Heb. 2:17) was so that He 
could be a merciful and faithful High 
Priest as well as to make propitiation for 
the sins of the people.”

While Rick’s assignment was more 
in comparing and contrasting Jesus’ 
Priesthood with the Old Te�ament 
Levitical priests, I couldn’t help but 
think of the pra�ical implication of this 
truth in our daily prayer life.

“Seeing then that we have a great 
High Priest who has passed through 
the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let 
us hold fast our confession. For we do 
not have a High Priest who cannot 
sympathize with our weaknesses, but 
was in all points tempted as we are, 
yet without sin. Let us therefore come 
boldly to the throne of grace, that we 
may obtain mercy and �nd grace to help 
in time of need” (Heb. 4:14-16).

We o�en think of prayer in terms of 

humility, reverence, and submissiveness. 
While these a�ributes and a�itudes are 
appropriate, there is a sense in which 
we approach God with boldness. �is 
doesn’t mean a disre�ectful brashness, 
but with a con�dent assurance that God 
cares. God hears. And God answers 
prayer.

�e context reminds us why we can 
approach the Creator’s throne with such 
assurance because we have “a great high 
priest.” Jesus Christ. Compared to the 
High Priests of the Old Te�ament He 
is in a class by himself both as a person 
and in His position. He is “Jesus, the Son 
of God.”

His name “Jesus” identi�es his 
humanity. He was a man. He was born, 
lived and died in the �eshly body. He 
knows our feelings. He understands our 
fears. He empathizes with the feebleness 
of our �esh. He was tempted, tried, and 
te�ed just like we are. Yet without sin.

“Son of God” a�rms His Deity. He 
was and is God. He came from the 
bosom of the Father. He served as the 
co-creator. He shares in the qualities of 
Godhood. He is holy. Just. Righteous. 
And impartial in his love, mercy, and 
grace.

�is God-man thus occupies a unique 
position. He is our intercessor. Our 
mediator. Our “great High Priest.” He 
has ascended to “the throne of grace.” 



The Oaks West church of 
Christ is a group of individual 
Christians who have been 
added to the Lord’s body 
through baptism (Acts 2:38, 
47; Gal 3:26, 27), and have 
joined themselves together 
(Acts 2:42ff) in an effort to 
do the Lord’s will.

We are not a part of any 
larger organization – we 
do not follow any man-
made creeds and we do not 
answer to anyone other than 
the Lord.

Our standard of faith and 
practice is the Word of 
God. We believe in the 
God of revelation (Eph 
3:1-7; 2 Tim 3:16-17) and 
follow his instructions in an 
effort to have an ongoing 
relationship with him (1 
John 4:7-11; 5:3).

Our times of study and 
worship are open to all, and 
our members are happy 
to meet with interested 
individuals or families for 
study.
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And allows us to approach Him there.

In the Old Te�ament, the common 
people could not enter the holy precincts 
of either the tabernacle or the temple. 
Even the Priest stopped at the veil. Only 
the High Priest could enter the Most 
Holy Place and come to the mercy seat. 
But Jesus invites us to bravely, fearlessly, 
and courageously come “to the throne of 
grace.”

We can come to Christ Jesus for help 
to meet the needs we face daily. Too 
o�en we fail to ask and �nd ourselves 
wallowing in misery. Or we reserve our 
prayers for only emergency situations. 
Like the li�le boy who was a�ing up in 
worship. Finally, his father had enough. 
He quickly picked up his son and sternly 
headed down the aisle on the way out. 
Just before reaching the foyer, the li�le 
fellow loudly cried to the congregation, 
“Pray for me! Pray for me!”

In another passage, Paul tells us not 
to worry about anything, but to pray 
for everything (Phil. 4:6-7). God cares 
about daily concerns. Our spiritual 
struggles. Our physical ailments. Our 
emotional con�icts. Our mental ba�les.

Our great High Priest understands 
the relationship issues we face. �e 
problems we encounter with di�cult 
people. �e challenges in our families. 
�e rejection of our friends. And the 
accusations of our enemies. He knows 
how we hurt. He, too, has felt the pain. 
Shed tears. Endured loneliness. And 
su�ered in deep sorrow.

No problem is too big for God. And 
no concern is too small.

And, so He calls us to come. Come to 
the throne. Come with con�dence. And 
come to be showered with grace and 
lavished with mercy.

Because “We Have a Great High 
Priest.”

{used with permission from thepreachersword.com}

Prayer Requests

Jack Wilson is still struggling with 
pain and limited mobility.

Jerry Richardson’s lymphoma has 
returned and is su�ering cognitive and 
balance issues.

Dinah Williams continues to have 
mobility issues.

Don Simmons is still struggling with 
his breathing; he is on oxygen at all 
times. Alene is having hip issues.

Debbie McMurray is isolating 
at home a�er her therapies and 
compromised immune system.

Terry Behrns is recovering at his 
sister’s home

Elaine Kersh is hospitalized with 
pneumonia and her treatment for 
cancer is on hold until she recovers.

Sylvia Stinne� broke her wrist and 
had surgery.

If you know of someone that needs to be on 
this list, please te� Da�e� (email prefe�ed) 
and provide updates so names stay on the list 
as long as needed.

“praying at all times in the Spirit, with 
all prayer and supplication. To that end, 

keep alert with all perseverance, making s
upplication for all the saints,” 

(Ephesians 6:18 ESV)

Contact Us
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P.O. Box 675
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(512) 756-4493
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