
Assembly Times:
Sunday

Worship Service 10:30 a.m. & 5:00 p.m.
Bible Study 9:30 a.m.

Wednesday
Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

Services are live-streamed to our website:
oakswestchurchofchrist.com

January 14, 2024

W e l c o m e !
When you visit our 
assemblies, you will be 
received friendly, kindly and 
courteously. We believe this 
to be the natural attitude 
of those who truly love 
God and mankind. Though 
you may at first be among 
strangers, we hope that you 
will come to know us well 
and count us as your friends.

We offer Bible studies as 
well as correspondence 
courses for those interested 
in learning more about what 
God expects of us.

Important Dates

Ladies’ Class - Tuesday, 
January 23 at 10 a.m.

Our Next Gospel Meeting  
is scheduled for March 24-
27 with David Raif

If you know of upcoming 
events, please inform Darrell 
so they can be included 
here.

Enjoy Today
 by Ken Weliever

On Wednesday evenings I’m teaching 
a Bible class on the book of Ecclesiastes. 
It’s been a while since I’ve taught this 
book, so I’m enjoying a fresh look into 
this marvelous revelation of wisdom.

Some see it as a negative, pessimistic, 
or cynical view of life. However, I think 
it’s a realistic view of life’s ups and downs. 
Challenges and triumphs. Good and 
bad. Happiness and sorrow. And many 
mysteries that even a wise man cannot 
anticipate or fathom.

It is a book that provides insight 
for living “life under the sun.” It is 
not a doctrinal book like Romans or 
Galatians. It speaks to the physical and 
material aspect of earth life.

One of the great questions asked is, 
“What is it good for the sons of man to do 
under heaven all the days of their lives?” 
(Eccl. 2:3)  Seven times in the book the 
question is asked and answered. Here’s 
what the wise man said.

“Nothing is better for a man than that 
he should eat and drink, and that his 
soul should enjoy good in his labor. This 
also, I saw, was from the hand of God” 
(Eccl. 2:24).

The Preacher is not advocating an 
Epicurean philosophy or hedonistic 
lifestyle. And he’s not addressing the 
spiritual side of our lives. Not at this 
point. The book will conclude with the 
admonition that “the whole of man is to 

fear God and keep His commandments” 
(Eccl. 12:13).

In fact, some have suggested that God 
is left out of the equation, until the end. 
Actually that is not so. God’s name is 
mentioned 42 times in 12 chapters.

What he’s saying is to enjoy today. 
Enjoy the fruit of your labor. Realize that 
whatever strength you have, whatever 
prosperity you realize, and whatever 
good you produce, “it is the gift of God” 
(Eccl. 3:13). Recognize, however, that 
it’s all fleeting, transitory, and passing 
away.

Furthermore, lasting satisfaction is not 
found in pursuing pleasure, obtaining 
possessions, or amassing wealth. Those 
things within themselves will leave us 
empty, unfulfilled, and feeling futile. So, 
learn to enjoy the blessing of today.

The Preacher of old learned that both 
the wise and fool pass away. Both the 
rich and poor die. And that the wealth 
and material treasures you’ve obtained 
will be left behind for someone else, who 
may or may not use them wisely. So, 
what’s the answer? Enjoy today.

Today enjoy the fruit of your labor. 
Don’t feel guilty for enjoying the benefits, 
blessings, and rewards of hard work.

It’s trite, but true. Today is the only day 
you have. I love the quote from the 5th 
century Indian author and playwright 
Kālidāsa:



The Oaks West church of 
Christ is a group of individual 
Christians who have been 
added to the Lord’s body 
through baptism (Acts 2:38, 
47; Gal 3:26, 27), and have 
joined themselves together 
(Acts 2:42ff) in an effort to 
do the Lord’s will.

We are not a part of any 
larger organization – we 
do not follow any man-
made creeds and we do not 
answer to anyone other than 
the Lord.

Our standard of faith and 
practice is the Word of 
God. We believe in the 
God of revelation (Eph 
3:1-7; 2 Tim 3:16-17) and 
follow his instructions in an 
effort to have an ongoing 
relationship with him (1 
John 4:7-11; 5:3).

Our times of study and 
worship are open to all, and 
our members are happy 
to meet with interested 
individuals or families for 
study.

Evangelist
Darrell Trammel 

512-756-4493 Office 
Darrell@

oakswestchurchofChrist.com

Elders
George Gresham
 Darrell Trammel

“Yesterday is but a dream,
Tomorrow is only a vision.
But today well lived makes
every yesterday a dream of happiness,
and every tomorrow a vision of hope.”
Today forget yesterday’s failures. Or 

tomorrow’s fears.

Today give it your best. Be your best. 
Do your best.

Today, in the words of Carlyle, don’t 
worry about “what lies dimly at a 
distance, but do what lies clearly at 
hand.”

Today, “Whatever your hand finds to 
do, do it with your might; for there is no 
work or device or knowledge or wisdom 
in the grave where you are going” (Eccl. 
9:10).

Today, live with gusto. Relish 
whatever task lies before you. Nothing 
is too mundane, if it needs to be done. 
And do it, whether you like it or not. 
It will make the task easier, and more 
rewarding. Then savor with satisfaction 
your accomplishments, regardless of 
how small they may seem.

Today, to paraphrase Emerson, “write 
it on your heart that this day is the best 
day of year.” Because it’s the only day you 
have.

John Maxwell was right when he 
wrote, “Most of us look at our days 
in the wrong way: We exaggerate 
yesterday. We overestimate tomorrow. 
We underestimate today. The truth is 
that the most important day you will 
ever experience is today. Today is the 
key to your success.”

“Enjoy today.” quipped  author Etta 
Sawyerr. “It is one of the ‘good old days’ 
you will miss in the future.”

Enjoy today. It is the gift of God.

{used with permission from 
thepreachersword.com}

 

Prayer Requests

Jack Wilson is still struggling with 
pain and limited mobility.

Jerry Richardson’s lymphoma has 
returned and is suffering cognitive and 
balance issues.

Dinah Williams continues to have 
mobility issues.

Don Simmons is still struggling with 
his breathing; he is on oxygen at all 
times. Alene is having hip issues.

Debbie McMurray is undergoing 
immunotherapy treatment and also has 
pneumonia.

Terry Behrns is recovering at his 
sister’s home

Elaine Kersh is undergoing tests and 
waiting for a treatment plan for cancer.

If you know of someone that needs to be on 
this list, please tell Darrell (email preferred) 
and provide updates so names stay on the list 
as long as needed.

“praying at all times in the Spirit, with 
all prayer and supplication. To that end, 

keep alert with all perseverance, making s
upplication for all the saints,” 

(Ephesians 6:18 ESV)
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