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September 10, 2023

One Person Can Make A Difference

by Ken Weliever

It's been one month since the raging
wild fires completely destroyed the
historical town Lahania on the island of
Maui.

As is the case with any disaster, this
tragic event has elicited heart felt
compassion from people who genuinely
desire to help those in need.

Before any government aid began,
we heard about the people on the
neighboring island of Molokai who
began sending boat loads of food, water
and basic necessities to their neighbors.
One store owner related seeing
impoverished people donating what

little they had because they cared.

Just yesterday while on Kauai, I
learned about the story of 5 year old
Edison Juel.

Edison, nicknamed Eddie, was on
a trip with his family on Hawaii’s Big
Island when the fires occurred. As
they were watching the news and his
parents were talking about the tragedy,
Eddie asked his mother to turn off the
TV because it made him so sad. When
they realized he understood what was
happening, they tried to explain it and
assure him that they were not in danger.

When they returned to their home in
Seattle, Eddie shared the idea of setting
up a Lemonade stand to donate money
to help the people of Lahania. His
parents quickly endorsed the idea and
helped him set it up.

From 10am to 6 pm Eddie sold pink
and yellow lemonade, sparkling water,
popsicles, ice cream sandwiches, candy
and even some of his toys. With the
help of social media a matching grant
from his father’s employer, Eddie raised
$17,000 in one day.

While there are huge donations from
corporations and wealthy individuals
that dwarf Eddie’s contribution, there
are some great lessons to be learned
from this heart warming story.

#1 We can often learn life lessons
from little children.

Jesus said so when the disciples were
aruging about who would be the greatest
in the Kingdom. “Assuredly, I say to you,
unless you are converted and become
as little children, you will by no means
enter the kingdom of heaven. Therefore
whoever humbles himself as this little
child is the greatest in the kingdom of
heaven” (Matt. 18:3-4).

Humility. Meekness. Compassion.
Forgiveness. Kindness. These are all
qualities we’ve witnessed in little kids.
I wonder how many parents have
been convicted to do good or make a
important life change because of the
influence of their children?

#2 You don’t have to important,
wealthy, well known, or educated to
make a difference.

No one ever heard of Eddie Juel,
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until... Until his story when viral on
social media and was reported by USA
Today and multiple outlets.

If a 5 year old little boy with a heart of
compassion can make a difference, what
can you do? Who can you help? Where
can you serve? Who needs your time,
attention, and loving care?

Often it’s the little people, unknown
and unheralded, serving in their
communities, churches, and social
circles that make a huge difference in
the life of someone who’s struggling.

Read Romans 16 and see the long list
of unfamiliar people, names reserved
for Bible trivia, that Paul commends
and praised because they faithfully
served the Lord. Urbanas. Epaenetus.
Asyncritus. Phlegon. Hermas, Patrobas.
And many more with strange names
foreign to us. But the Lord knows them.
And he knows you. And me.

#3 Christianity is more often
exemplified in what we do than what
we say.

Too often the world only sees what we
are against instead of what we are for.
They only hear what we say instead of
seeing what we are doing.

I wonder in our brotherhood, if
we have been so adamant about the
difference between the collective work
of the church, and the work of the
individual, that we've left the latter
undone?

Galatians 6:10 is not passage given
to tell us what the church can’t do, but
reminding us what individual Christians
ought to be doing. “Therefore, as we
have opportunity, let us do good to all
people, especially to those who belong to
the family of believers”

The classic story Jesus told about the
Good Samaritan is forever a reminder
about the essence of our Christian walk.
Our compassion. Our kindness. Our
helping hand to hurting people along

life’s road.

May we all care as much as little Eddie
Juel. And may we all be more like Jesus
“‘who went about doing good” (Ax.
10:38)

{used with permission from thepreachersword.com}

Prayer Requests

Jack Wilson is still struggling with
pain and limited mobility.

Jerry Richardson’s lymphoma has
returned and is undergoing chemo.

Dinah Williams continues to have
mobility issues.

Don Simmons is still struggling with
his breathing; he is on oxygen at all
times. Alene is having hip issues.

Lisa Mullen (Darrell’s sister) is
undergoing chemotherapy.

Tony Mauck passed away.

Vicki Stevens has cancer and is
undergoing treatment.

Debbie McMurray is undergoing
immunotherapy.

Tristen Boatright has a procedure
coming up on the 19th to remove a
cyst.

Melba Johnson passed away this past
week.

If you know of someone that needs to
be on this list, please tell Darrell (email
preferred) and provide updates so names
stay on the list as long as needed.
“praying at all times in the Spirit,

with all prayer and supplication.
To that end, keep alert with all
perseverance, making s

upplication for all the saints,’
(Ephesians 6:18 ESV)

The Oaks West church of
Christis a group of individual
Christians who have been
added to the Lord’'s body
through baptism (Acts 2:38,
47: Gal 3:26, 27), and have
joined themselves together
(Acts 2:42ff) in an effort to
do the Lord's will.

We are not a part of any
larger organization - we
do not follow any man-
made creeds and we do not
answer to anyone other than
the Lord.

Our standard of faith and
practice is the Word of
God. We believe in the
God of revelation (Eph
3:1-7; 2 Tim 3:16-17) and
follow his instructions in an
effort to have an ongoing

relationship with him (1
John 4:7-11; 5:3).

Our times of study and
worship are open to all, and
our members are happy
to meet with interested
individuals or families for
study.
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