
Assembly Times:
Sunday

Worship Service 10:30 a.m. & 5:00 p.m.
Bible Study 9:30 a.m.

Wednesday
Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

Services are live-streamed to our website:

oakswestchurchofchrist.com

August 27, 2023

W e l c o m e !
When you visit our 

assemblies, you will be 

received friendly, kindly and 

courteously. We believe this 

to be the natural attitude 

of those who truly love 

God and mankind. Though 

you may at first be among 
strangers, we hope that you 

will come to know us well 

and count us as your friends.

We offer Bible studies as 

well as correspondence 

courses for those interested 

in learning more about what 

God expects of us.

Important Dates

If you know of upcoming 
events, please inform Darrell 
so they can be included 
here.

Rich in Faith
 by Rickie Jenkins

“Many entreat the favor of the 
nobility, and every man is a friend to one 
who gives gi�s.  All the brothers of the 
poor hate him; How much more do his 
friends go far from him! He may pursue 
them with words, yet they abandon 
him” (Proverbs 19:6-7 NKJ). Again, 
“Many will seek the favor of a generous 
person, and every person is a friend to 
him who gives gi�s. All the brothers of a 
poor person hate him; How much more 
do his friends abandon him! He pursues 
them with words, but they are gone.” 
(NASB). 

We all like to be liked. We all like the 
one who pays a�ention to us. When 
someone does us a favor or gives us 
a generous gi�, we tell everyone. We 
talk all about the one who be�owed 
the favor on us. If the President of the 
United States asked us to a State Dinner, 
we would �ll so �ecial. “�e President 
actually invited me.” If Warren Bu�et 
gives us a gi� of stock in one of his many 
companies, he’d be our best friend.

However, the brothers of the poor act 
like he is not even alive. It’s not that they 
hate him, though they may, but they act 
like he is not even present. “�e relatives 
of the poor despise them; how much 
more will their friends avoid them! 
�ough the poor plead with them, their 
friends are gone” (English Standard 
Version). 

Is there a more blatant demonstration 
of partiality? Let a noble, famous, or 
rich man pay a�ention to us, and we 
are somebody. But a person of li�le 
standing, li�le value to us, and li�le to 
o�er to us, we turn and act like they’re 
not alive. James o�ers this warning;  
“For if a man wearing a gold ring and 
�ne clothing comes into your assembly, 
and a poor man in shabby clothing also 
comes in,  and if you pay a�ention to 
the one who wears the �ne clothing and 
say, ‘You sit here in a good place,’ while 
you say to the poor man, ‘You stand 
over there,’ or, ‘Sit down at my feet,’  have 
you not then made distinctions among 
yourselves and become judges with evil 
thoughts?” ( James 2:2-4, ESV)

Who gets more a�ention? Who gets 
the prized position? �e rich man or the 
poor man? �e man who drives up in a 
Rolls Royce or the man who drives up 
in a car that smokes so bad it kills every 
mosquito? �e man in a custom-made 
suit or the man in clothes with dirt 
caked on?

�e Lord condemns partiality as 
strongly as He does adultery and 
murder. Yet, while it seems to get li�le 
a�ention, it may be violated more o�en 
than the other two. 

It’s not the “rich man” or “poor man” 
that is accepted by God. It is the man 
who is rich in faith ( James 2:5). So, 



The Oaks West church of 
Christ is a group of individual 
Christians who have been 
added to the Lord’s body 
through baptism (Acts 2:38, 
47; Gal 3:26, 27), and have 
joined themselves together 
(Acts 2:42ff) in an effort to 
do the Lord’s will.

We are not a part of any 
larger organization – we 
do not follow any man-
made creeds and we do not 
answer to anyone other than 
the Lord.

Our standard of faith and 
practice is the Word of 
God. We believe in the 
God of revelation (Eph 
3:1-7; 2 Tim 3:16-17) and 
follow his instructions in an 
effort to have an ongoing 
relationship with him (1 
John 4:7-11; 5:3).

Our times of study and 
worship are open to all, and 
our members are happy 
to meet with interested 
individuals or families for 
study.
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if a brother is successful and rich 
in faith applaud him. If a brother is 
impoverished and rich in faith praise 
him.

Let’s give a�ention not to riches or 
poverty but to those rich in faith.

Prayer Requests

Jack Wilson is still struggling with 
pain and limited mobility.

Jerry Richardson’s lymphoma has 
returned and is undergoing chemo.

Dinah Williams continues to have 
mobility issues.

Don Simmons is still struggling with 
his breathing; he is on oxygen at all 
times. Alene is having hip issues.

Lisa Mullen (Darrell’s sister)  is 
undergoing chemotherapy. 

Tony Mauck has cancer that has 
spread.

Vicki Stevens has cancer and is 
undergoing treatment.

Debbie McMurray is undergoing 
immunotherapy.

Danny Dow passed away last week.

Ruben Amador’s grandson passed 
away suddenly.

Randall’s brother, Van, collapsed 
and broke a rib and punctured a lung.

If you know of someone that needs to 
be on this list, please te� Da�e� (email 

prefe�ed) and provide updates so names 
stay on the list as long as needed.

“praying at all times in the Spirit, 
with all prayer and supplication. 
To that end, keep alert with all 

perseverance, making s
upplication for all the saints,” 

(Ephesians 6:18 ESV) Contact Us
Address:
P.O. Box 675
Burnet, TX 78611

Call:
(512) 756-4493

E-Mail:
oakswestchurch@gmail.com

Website:
oakswestchurchofchrist.com


