
Assembly Times:
Sunday

Worship Service 10:30 a.m. & 5:00 p.m.
Bible Study 9:30 a.m.

Wednesday
Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

Services are live-streamed to our website:

oakswestchurchofchrist.com

June 25, 2023

W e l c o m e !
When you visit our 

assemblies, you will be 

received friendly, kindly and 

courteously. We believe this 

to be the natural attitude 

of those who truly love 

God and mankind. Though 

you may at first be among 
strangers, we hope that you 

will come to know us well 

and count us as your friends.

We offer Bible studies as 

well as correspondence 

courses for those interested 

in learning more about what 

God expects of us.

Important Dates

Bulverde Summer Series 
- Bulverde church of Christ, 
Every Thursday June 1 - 
August 17

If you know of upcoming 
events, please inform Darrell 
so they can be included 
here.

Compassion Can Control Sel�shness
 by Rickie Jenkins

Genuine compassion for others can 
help control our sel�shness.  In John 
5 we meet some very sel�sh, unloving 
religious people.  Jesus healed a man 
who was lame for 38 years, and you 
think everyone would be excited, but 
the Jews were upset. Why? Because 
Jesus was being praised by the people, 
and not them.  �ey were so sel�sh that 
they could not even rejoice that that the 
lame man could walk.  And Jesus spoke 
to them in John 5:42-44:

“I know that you do not have the love 
of God in your hearts. 43 I have come in 
my Father’s name, and you do not accept 
me; but if someone else comes in his 
own name, you will accept him. [Now, 
listen to this,] 44 How can you believe if 
you accept praise from one another, yet 
make no e�ort to obtain the praise that 
comes from the only God?”   

Jesus said, “How can you even 
believe…”  He didn’t say, “How can you 
be the best Christian you can possibly 
be…”  He didn’t say, “How are you going 
to make an elder or a deacon if you act 
like this.”  He said, “You cannot even 
have faith if your goal in life is to seek 
your own gain.”  �ink about that.  Jesus 
said, “If your motivation, if your desire 
is nothing but to receive glory from 
men, you cannot even believe.”  

�ere is a story about an elderly lady 
who had her chau�eur drive up in front 
of a cemetery.  �e chau�eur went and 

got the director of the cemetery and 
brought him to the car, and in very 
weak voice she said, “I’m the lady who’s 
been sending the $50 every week for the 
last two years for �owers.”  He said, “Oh 
yes, I know who you are.”  She said, “I 
just wanted to come one last time, the 
doctor said I only have a few weeks to 
live.  I just wanted to see the grave of my 
loved one, one last time.”  �e director 
pressed his lips together and said, “Lady, 
it’s a shame you’ve been sending these 
�owers here all the time.”  She said, 
“What!?”  He said, “You know when 
you think about it, nobody appreciates 
those �owers.  You put those �owers 
on the grave of a dead man.  You know 
what would have been be�er?  I visit my 
sister in the hospital every day.  She has 
cancer.  And I’ve go�en to know a lot of 
the people up there.  And I take �owers 
to people who really appreciate them.  I 
wish you would have sent your money 
somewhere else, lady.”  

�e lady thought for a second, and 
without a word she motioned for the 
chau�eur to take her down the road.  
About two months later that same big, 
black limousine pulled up in front of 
the cemetery, only this time the lady 
was driving the car.  And this time, the 
lady got out of the car and walked up to 
the director’s o�ce.  He looked excited 
to see her, and he said, “You look to be 
doing well.”  She said, “Yeah, I’m going to 



The Oaks West church of 
Christ is a group of individual 
Christians who have been 
added to the Lord’s body 
through baptism (Acts 2:38, 
47; Gal 3:26, 27), and have 
joined themselves together 
(Acts 2:42ff) in an effort to 
do the Lord’s will.

We are not a part of any 
larger organization – we 
do not follow any man-
made creeds and we do not 
answer to anyone other than 
the Lord.

Our standard of faith and 
practice is the Word of 
God. We believe in the 
God of revelation (Eph 
3:1-7; 2 Tim 3:16-17) and 
follow his instructions in an 
effort to have an ongoing 
relationship with him (1 
John 4:7-11; 5:3).

Our times of study and 
worship are open to all, and 
our members are happy 
to meet with interested 
individuals or families for 
study.
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the hospitals now, and I’m taking �owers 
there and to the state schools.  And you 
know, the doctors can’t explain why I’m 
ge�ing so much be�er.  But I know why, 
I have somebody else to live for now.”

�at kind of sums it up; that no man 
is really alive until he has somebody else 
to live for.  I believe that would cure a lot 
of the problems today.  I believe that our 
self-centeredness even makes us sick.  
We always focus on our li�le hangnail, 
or our li�le headache.  But, let me give 
you my own recipe for a healthy life; get 
plenty of rest, drink plenty of �uids, �nd 
somebody you can help, and I believe we 
would have a healthier life—I know a 
happier one.  Because you’re not really 
alive until you live for somebody else.  

Prayer Requests

Jack Wilson is still struggling with 
pain and limited mobility.

Jerry Richardson is still undergoing 
treatments to strengthen his immune 
system. 

Dinah Williams continues to have 
mobility issues.

Don Simmons is still struggling with 
his breathing; he is on oxygen at all 
times. He is home from rehab.

Alene is having hip issues.

Lisa Mullen (Darrell’s sister)  is 
undergoing chemotherapy. 

Sylvia Stinne� had had an accident 
and cut her leg. It is still healing and 
being treated with antibiotics.

Tony Mauck has cancer that has 
already spread.

Vicki Stevens has cancer and is 
undergoing treatment.

If you know of someone that needs to 
be on this list, please te� Da�e� (email 

prefe�ed) and provide updates so names 
stay on the list as long as needed.

“praying at all times in the Spirit, 
with all prayer and supplication. 
To that end, keep alert with all 

perseverance, making s
upplication for all the saints,” 

(Ephesians 6:18 ESV)
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