
Assembly Times:
Sunday

Worship Service 10:30 a.m. & 5:00 p.m.
Bible Study 9:30 a.m.

Wednesday
Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

Services are live-streamed to our website:

oakswestchurchofchrist.com

March 12, 2023

W e l c o m e !
When you visit our 

assemblies, you will be 

received friendly, kindly and 

courteously. We believe this 

to be the natural attitude 

of those who truly love 

God and mankind. Though 

you may at first be among 
strangers, we hope that you 

will come to know us well 

and count us as your friends.

We offer Bible studies as 

well as correspondence 

courses for those interested 

in learning more about what 

God expects of us.

Important Dates

Our Gospel Meeting with 
Bubba Garner - April 2-5

Gospel Meeting st Cedar 
Park, March 26-29

If you know of upcoming 
events, please inform Darrell 
so they can be included 
here.

 Mistakes
 by Rickie Jenkins

 It is so easy to focus on the mistakes 
we have made in our lives. It easy to get 
down on ourselves and play the tape, “I 
knew it! I knew I would mess up. Now 
look, I am a failure. I am worthless.”  
Consider, are not the mistakes of the 
past contributors to who we are in the 
present? None of us would want to 
commit the same mistakes again but 
they do have value. So, rather than 
lament what we cannot change why 
not acknowledge who we are today, 
mistakes and all.

Also, we need to remember it is not 
where we start that matters but where 
we finish and who we are at the finish 
line. Think about Saul of Tarsus and 
then think of him as the apostle Paul. 
Paul was not a murderer. He was not a 
rebel. Everything he did in his past was 
in good conscience, thinking that he was 
obeying the law. When he saw the light, 
he changed. He never forgot what he 
did and who he was.  He will embrace 
who he was and pray for brethren of his 
Jewish heritage (Rom. 10:10-3). He will 
remember how he persecuted those of 
the way (1 Tim 1:12-14). His mind was 
pressing on for something far greater. He 
wanted to see the power of resurrection 
transform him and others into the 
image of the Lord. Where he started 
and where he finished were miles apart. 

We all start at the same place. We all 

start broken by sin. Guilty and ashamed 
of what we’ve done to hurt God and 
others. Helpless, hopeless and wretched. 
Then, we are introduced to good news! 
We are taught about Christ who died for 
us, who arose and ascended to the right 
hand of the Father. There He reigns as 
King and Lord. We are introduced to 
forgiveness and hope. We are born again 
to a new life with a new mind and a 
new relationship with God. Great is the 
burden that rolled away, even greater is 
the grace that saves by faith. 

When we take a picture of that person 
in that moment and then take a picture 
twenty-five years later, that person does 
not look like the same individual. I am 
not talking about physical appearance 
but the change in heart, character, 
nature disposition and teaching. We are 
not who we were. And we are not who 
we are going to be.

God wants to make us into a whole 
new person. Becoming a Christian is 
no small matter. The goal isn’t to simply 
make a few cosmetic changes to our 
lives, but to be transformed. To be like 
Jesus is the essence of discipleship (Phil. 
3:12-14). As I strive to be like Jesus, I 
will improve every relationship in my 
life. As I strive to be like Jesus, I will be 
happier. As God’s work progresses and 
as my relationships improve, obviously 
my life will be better. As I strive to be 



The Oaks West church of 
Christ is a group of individual 
Christians who have been 
added to the Lord’s body 
through baptism (Acts 2:38, 
47; Gal 3:26, 27), and have 
joined themselves together 
(Acts 2:42ff) in an effort to 
do the Lord’s will.

We are not a part of any 
larger organization – we 
do not follow any man-
made creeds and we do not 
answer to anyone other than 
the Lord.

Our standard of faith and 
practice is the Word of 
God. We believe in the 
God of revelation (Eph 
3:1-7; 2 Tim 3:16-17) and 
follow his instructions in an 
effort to have an ongoing 
relationship with him (1 
John 4:7-11; 5:3).

Our times of study and 
worship are open to all, and 
our members are happy 
to meet with interested 
individuals or families for 
study.
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like Jesus, I know God is pleased. 

One of the problems that can come 
with surface discipleship is that we 
will know deep in our hearts that it’s 
not enough. Maybe you’ve sensed that 
in your own life.  Maybe you realize 
that you’ve been playing church rather 
than getting serious about serving God 
and imitating His Son. The goal of a 
disciple is not just to listen and follow 
what the teacher says, but to become 
like the teacher – to imitate Him. Let’s 
remember, that this concept of being 
like Jesus isn’t just some grand, lofty 
principle that we ponder. It is a principle 
designed to impact the way we live our 
life every day.

Hold up a mirror—what do you see? Is 
it reflecting Jesus (Gal 2:20; Psa. 17:15)? 
The victory Jesus provides is forgiveness 
of sins but also the power to break the 
habit of sin and be transformed. That is 
the power of His resurrection. That is 
the good news! 

Prayer Requests

Jack Wilson is still struggling with 
pain and limited mobility. 

Jerry Richardson is still undergoing 
treatments to strengthen his immune 
system. He is having some tests run for 
his lungs.

Dinah Williams continues to have 
mobility issues and will be having 
cataracts removed soon.

Don Simmons is still struggling with 
his breathing; he is on oxygen at all 
times. Alene is having hip issues.

Randall Vanaman is having 
difficulties with his feet.

Doug Adair is preparing to have 
surgery on his back

Mike McMurray completed his 
treatments for prostate cancer.

Lisa Mullen (Darrell’s sister)  is 
under treatment for cervical cancer 
that has spread. She is still unable to eat 
or drink.

If you know of someone that needs to be on 
this list, please tell Darrell (email preferred) 

and provide updates so names stay on the list 
as long as needed.

“praying at all times in the Spirit, with 
all prayer and supplication. To that end, 
keep alert with all perseverance, making 

supplication for all the saints,” 
(Ephesians 6:18 ESV)

Contact Us
Address:
P.O. Box 675
Burnet, TX 78611

Call:
(512) 756-4493

E-Mail:
oakswestchurch@gmail.com

Website:
oakswestchurchofchrist.com


