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June 26, 2022

Attitudes In Conflict, Part 6

by Warren Berkley

Transfusion of Bad Blood
God Hates This — So Should We!
(Prov. 6:16-19)

One of our challenges about bad
attitudes is, to refuse transfusions of bad
blood and never donate bad blood!

What am I talking about? When you
are bitter and you share that bitterness
with others; when you are mad and you
spread that anger around; when you
hate someone and you invite others to
that hatred; when you are down and
you pull others down; when you gossip
and slander on social media; when
you doubt God and contribute to the
decay of the faith of others — — that’s a
transfusion of bad blood. God hates it
and so should we.

We should refuse transfusions of
bad blood and never donate bad
blood. This is one of many challenges
about maintaining spiritually healthy
attitudes.

The good blood of Christ can cleanse
us from such dreadful exchanges My
obedient response to Christ prepares
me to think right, speak right and live
right. It equips me to treat others as I
would want to be treated (Matt. 7:12).

His love in my mind and His humility
in my mind can be my defense against
either donating or receiving bad blood.
His countless stories of dealing with
people can inform my interactions. His

mercy and forgiveness is my model.
His defense of the innocent can be my
sense of justice. His striking patience for
the weak can help me help myself and
others. His perfect generosity forbids me
to give what is repulsive. His warnings
hold me back when I'm impulsive. His
teachings nourish me and keep my
tongue healthy. His compassion is my
assignment. His washing of His disciples’
feet illustrates the content of my service
to others. His discipline can be my ideal.
His remarkable capacity to listen can
instruct my ears and mind.

There are six things the Lord hates,
seven that are detestable to him:

17 haughty eyes, a lying tongue, hands
that shed innocent blood,

18 aheartthatdevises wicked schemes,
teet that are quick to rush into evil,

19 a false witness who pours out lies

and a person who stirs up conflict in
the community. (Prov. 6:16-19, New
International Version)

Here is a four-fold test to determine
whether you should pass along any
information: (1) Is it true? Check the
source. Too many good people have
had their reputations dragged through
the mire because somebody spoke of
something without knowing the truth
or falsity of the report. All too often
those of us who should stand out as
examples of how to use our tongues are

Welcome!

When  you  visit  our
assemblies, you will be
received friendly, kindly and
courteously. We believe this
to be the natural attitude
of those who truly love
God and mankind. Though
you may at first be among
strangers, we hope that you
will come to know us well
and count us as your friends.

We offer Bible studies as
well as correspondence
courses for those interested
in learning more about what
God expects of us.

Important Dates

Our summer meeting with
Mike Walls is scheduled for
June 19-22

Bulverde Summer Series
each Thursday evening
through the summer on
“Love One Another”

Youth Weekend at Cedar
Park June 24-26

Our fall meeting with Zeke
Flores is scheduled for
September 18-21

If you know of upcoming
events, please inform Darrell
so they can be included
here.




those who are the most guilty. (2) Is it
confidential? If it is, do not betray it! (3)
Is it kind? We are expected to build each
other up. Too often we spend much of
our time tearing each other down. (4),
Finally, is it necessary? There are very
few times that I feel sorry for what I did
not say. Rather, too often I feel sorry
for what I did say. It has been well said
that the highest level of conversation
has to do with ideas, thoughts, truths,
plans and events. As we analyze our
conversations we might ask ourselves
just how much of our time and energy is
spent on talking about concepts or ideas
rather than about people.[1]

(1] Miller, R. M. (1984). Words
of Strife. (B. Lewis, Ed.) Christianity
Magazine, 1(7), 21.

Prayer Requests

Jack Wilson is still struggling with
pain and limited mobility. His recent
shots have not helped.

Jerry Richardson is still undergoing
treatments to strengthen his immune
system.

Karen Hallmark has improved but
continues to struggle and could use our
prayers.

Dinah Williams is back home.

Don Simmons is home and still
struggling with his breathing; he is on
oxygen at all times. Alene is having hip
issues.

John Miller (Dyanne Turner’s
brother) has complete all his scheduled
treatments and is waiting for results and
decisions for next steps.

Debbie McMurray is undegoing
radiation treatment.

Randall Vanaman is home recovering
from an infection.

If you know of someone that needs to
be on this list, please tell Darrell (email
preferred) and provide updates so names
stay on the list as long as needed.

“praying at all times in the Spirit, with
all prayer and supplication. To that end,
keep alert with all perseverance, making

supplication for all the saints,’
(Ephesians 6:18 ESV)

The Oaks West church of
Christis a group of individual
Christians who have been
added to the Lord’'s body
through baptism (Acts 2:38,
47: Gal 3:26, 27), and have
joined themselves together
(Acts 2:42ff) in an effort to
do the Lord's will.

We are not a part of any
larger organization - we
do not follow any man-
made creeds and we do not
answer to anyone other than
the Lord.

Our standard of faith and
practice is the Word of
God. We believe in the
God of revelation (Eph
3:1-7; 2 Tim 3:16-17) and
follow his instructions in an
effort to have an ongoing
relationship  with him (1
John 4:7-11; 5:3).

Our times of study and
worship are open to all, and
our members are happy
to meet with interested
individuals or families for
study.
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Contact Us

Address:
PO.Box 675
Burnet, TX 78611
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E-Mail:
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