
Assembly Times:
Sunday

Worship Service	 10:30 a.m. & 5:00 p.m.
Bible Study	 9:30 a.m.

Wednesday
Bible Study	 7:00 p.m.

Services are live-streamed to our website:
oakswestchurchofchrist.com

June 12, 2022

W e l c o m e !
When you visit our 
assemblies, you will be 
received friendly, kindly and 
courteously. We believe this 
to be the natural attitude 
of those who truly love 
God and mankind. Though 
you may at first be among 
strangers, we hope that you 
will come to know us well 
and count us as your friends.

We offer Bible studies as 
well as correspondence 
courses for those interested 
in learning more about what 
God expects of us.

Important Dates

Our summer meeting with 
Mike Walls is scheduled for 
June 19-22

Bulverde Summer Series 
each Thursday evening 
through the summer on 
“Love One Another”

Youth Weekend at Cedar 
Park June 24-26

Our fall meeting with Zeke 
Flores is scheduled for 
September 18-21

If you know of upcoming 
events, please inform Darrell 
so they can be included 
here.

Attitudes In Conflict, Part 4
 by Warren Berkley

“I have fought the good fight” (2 Tim. 
4:7)

Let’s be willing to say this. Not all 
fighting is good. There is a lot of bad 
fighting going on in the world, even in 
the religious world, even in the church. 
We know that.

In Paul’s day there were useless 
controversies, aggressive false teaching, 
and dangerous episodes of persecuting 
and killing Christians. Paul was a soldier 
in the Lord’s Army. He was fighting the 
good fight, wearing the whole armor of 
God. And in that engagement he was 
clear: “… we do not wrestle against flesh 
and blood,” (Eph. 6:12). The war we are 
in isn’t with guns and grenades for our 
glory.

Related to that clarity, he said in 
another place: “For though we walk 
in the flesh, we are not waging war 
according to the flesh. For the weapons 
of our warfare are not of the flesh but 
have divine power to destroy stronghold. 
We destroy arguments and every lofty 
opinion raised against the knowledge of 
God, and take every thought captive to 
obey Christ, being ready to punish every 
disobedience, when your obedience is 
complete,” (2 Cor. 10:3-6).

Paul’s fight was not one of violence, 
physical punishment nor did he 
resort to anything deceitful or greedy, 
insulting or unrighteous. To Christians 
in Thessalonica he said, “we were gentle 

among you, like a nursing mother taking 
care of her own children,” (see 1 Thess. 
2:1-8). This doesn’t sound like an angry 
violent, intimidating and bloodthirsty 
warrior. Paul’s fight was good. He said to 
those Christians: “…just as we have been 
approved by God to be entrusted with 
the gospel, so we speak, not to please 
man, but to please God who tests our 
hearts,” (1 Thess. 2:4). This was Paul’s 
good fight. He was not ashamed of the 
gospel, opposed to every form of evil 
and always ready to build Christians up 
in the faith.

In a valuable work, BOOK, 
CHAPTER & VERSE, by Floyd 
Thompson (compiled and published by 
his widow, Ruth) he was quoted on this 
subject as follows.

I have said many times that I think I 
have seen demonstrated in the lives of 
some people, that their idea of being 
sound in the faith was to be insulting 
and obnoxious. I don’t believe that. 
I think a person can be amiable, and 
at the same time not compromise an 
inch insofar as the teaching of God’s 
word is concerned. There is where the 
fight ought to be made. I just cannot 
imagine the apostle Paul getting up in 
the presence of any audience and feeling 
that he had to insult them to prove his 
soundness. Now, if his stating a truth 
brought the wrath of the whole crowd 
down upon him, he would have stated 
the truth, and then said, “Am I become 



The Oaks West church of 
Christ is a group of individual 
Christians who have been 
added to the Lord’s body 
through baptism (Acts 2:38, 
47; Gal 3:26, 27), and have 
joined themselves together 
(Acts 2:42ff) in an effort to 
do the Lord’s will.

We are not a part of any 
larger organization – we 
do not follow any man-
made creeds and we do not 
answer to anyone other than 
the Lord.

Our standard of faith and 
practice is the Word of 
God. We believe in the 
God of revelation (Eph 
3:1-7; 2 Tim 3:16-17) and 
follow his instructions in an 
effort to have an ongoing 
relationship with him (1 
John 4:7-11; 5:3).

Our times of study and 
worship are open to all, and 
our members are happy 
to meet with interested 
individuals or families for 
study.
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your enemy because I tell you the truth?”

Paul said to Timothy, “Fight the good 
fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life 
whereunto thou art also called, and hast 
professed a good profession before many 
witnesses,” (1 Tim. 6:12).

—-

Where can we go, and say, “The war 
isn’t here?” Is there some place of 
absolute isolation from temptation? No. 
Not even “home, sweet home” or the 
place where saints assemble in Christ’s 
name! Regardless of how clever we are, 
how experienced, how educated, how 
wise in the Scriptures—we walk from 
one battleground to another all the 
time. This is our constant predicament.

So, let us look all around and rally to 
the point of attack (Nehemiah 4:15–20); 
let us walk circumspectly (Ephesians 
5:15; 1 Peter 5:8). Remember that you 
can bear any temptation (1 Corinthians 
10:13; James 4:7).

What great and good thing was ever 
done without conflict and the exertion 
of effort? Wheat doesn’t grow without 
planting and plowing; money is not 
earned without care, attention and 
labor. And heaven, above all, is not 
to be reached without the cross and 
the battle. ONWARD, CHRISTIAN 
SOLDIERS!1

1Berkley, W. E. (1985). Fight: The 
Battleground. (D. Bowman, Ed.)
Christianity Magazine, 2(8), 12.

Prayer Requests

Jack Wilson is still struggling with 
pain and limited mobility. His recent 
shots have not helped.

Jerry Richardson is still undergoing 
treatments to strengthen his immune 
system.

Karen Hallmark has improved but 
continues to struggle and could use our 
prayers.

Dinah Williams is in rehab for her 
foot.

Don Simmons is home and still 
struggling with his breathing; he is on 
oxygen at all times. Alene is having hip 
issues.

John Miller (Dyanne Turner’s 
brother) has complete all his scheduled 
treatments and is waiting for results and 
decisions for next steps.

Debbie McMurray had her last chemo 
treatment but has begun radiation.

Sylvia Stinnett is having pain in her 
neck.

David Calley had complications from 
having stents put in.

If you know of someone that needs to 
be on this list, please tell Darrell (email 
preferred) and provide updates so names 
stay on the list as long as needed.

“praying at all times in the Spirit, with 
all prayer and supplication. To that end, 
keep alert with all perseverance, making 

supplication for all the saints,”
(Ephesians 6:18 ESV)
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