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A Fresh Look (Philippians 3:12-21)

by Warren Berkley

Not that I have already obtained this or
am already perfect, but I press on to make
it my own, because Christ Jesus has made
me his own. Brothers, I do not consider that
I have made it my own. But one thing I do:
forgetting what lies behind and straining
forward to what lies abead, I press on
toward the goal for the prize of the upward
call of God in Christ Jesus. Let those of us
who are mature think this way, and if in
anything you think otherwise, God will
reveal that also to you.16 Only let us hold
true to what we have attained. Brothers,
join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on
those who walk according to the example
you have in us. For many, of whom I
have often told you and now tell you even
with tears, walk as enemies of the cross of
Christ. Their end is destruction, their god
is their belly, and they glory in their shame,
with minds set on earthly things. But our
citizenship is in heaven, and from it we
await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who
will transform our lowly body to be like his
glorious body, by the power that enables
him even to subject all things to himself.

With experience, growth and an
increase in knowledge, it is possible for
the devil to convince you — that you are
a completed work; that no additional
progress or increase is necessary.

If you accept that lie, not only will
your future spiritual growth stall, you
will go backward. Your discipleship will
be less effective and influential. Your
influence will degenerate. Your zeal will

dial back. And your relationship with
God will become increasingly distant.

The apostle Paul carried a wealth of
knowledge and experience - yet he
said, “Not that I have already obtained”
One translation has it: “I have not yet
reached my goal, and I am not perfect;
(Contemporary English Version). If this
was so of Paul, it is certainly the case
with me and with you. We are not there
yet! So long as we live, we must press on
to make our lives closer to God through
Jesus Christ. Once you give up growth,
you stop growing and begin to decay in
your devotion to the Lord.

“Forgetting what lies behind and
straining forward to what lies ahead’”
This is not (a) forget what you have
learned, or (b) forget who you are, or (c)
forget your earliest commitment to the
Lord. Rather, forget what hinders, what
corrupts your attitude, what keeps you
from moving, what lures you back into
sin. Dismiss all that so you can press on
and keep growing and obtaining.

Don’t let mental baggage hold you
back. Deal with issues and conflict with
prayer and knowledge. When you have
done all you are able to do that is right
and pleasing to God, if disappointments
and distress remain — forget it and move
on.

This is the way mature people think
and live. And, should anyone think
otherwise, God — through the means He

Welcome!

When  you  visit  our
assemblies, you be
received friendly, kindly and
courteously. We believe this
to be the natural attitude
of those who truly love
God and mankind. Though
you may at first be among
strangers, we hope that you
will come to know us well
and count us as your friends.

will

We offer Bible studies as
well as correspondence
courses for those interested
in learning more about what
God expects of us.

Important Dates

Cedar Park gospel
meeting April 24-27 with
Mark Broyles.

Our gospel meeting with
Hal Hammons is scheduled

for April 10-13

If you know of upcoming
events, please inform Darrell
so they can be included
here.




has chosen — will correct such subdued
indifference.

“Only, let us hold true to what we
have attained” You cannot hold true to
where you are if you stand still or let
diminished motivation enslave you and
stop you.

“Brothers, join in imitating me, and
keep your eyes on those who walk
according to the example you have in us”
The example, the model of good people
can keep us pressing on, growing and
obtaining more and more in spiritual

Prayer Requests

Jack Wilson has improved some but
still has limited mobility.

Jerry Richardson is still undergoing
cancer treatments.

Karen Hallmark has improved but is
still struggling with her health and her

eyes, as well as asthma.

Dinah Williams is home but still has
very limited mobility.

Don Simmons is home and still
struggling with his breathing; he is on
oxygen at all times.

John Miller (Dyanne Turner’s
brother) is undergoing treatment for
liver cancer.

Debbie McMurray is undergoing
chemo.

Randall Vanaman is recovering from
the procedure on his foot.

Jim Trammel had his heart tests and
now they are doing some tests on his
lungs.

Wilma Shipley broke her foot.

If you know of someone that needs to
be on this list, please tell Darrell (email
preferred) and provide updates so names
stay on the list as long as needed.

“praying at all times in the Spirit, with
all prayer and supplication. To that end,
keep alert with all perseverance, making

supplication for all the saints,’
(Ephesians 6:18 ESV)

The Oaks West church of
Christis a group of individual
Christians who have been
added to the Lord’'s body
through baptism (Acts 2:38,
47: Gal 3:26, 27), and have
joined themselves together
(Acts 2:42ff) in an effort to
do the Lord's will.

We are not a part of any
larger organization - we
do not follow any man-
made creeds and we do not
answer to anyone other than
the Lord.

Our standard of faith and
practice is the Word of
God. We believe in the
God of revelation (Eph
3:1-7; 2 Tim 3:16-17) and
follow his instructions in an
effort to have an ongoing

relationship  with him (1
John 4:7-11; 5:3).

Our times of study and
worship are open to all, and
our members are happy
to meet with interested
individuals or families for
study.
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Darrell Trammel
512-756-4493 Office
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Elders
George Gresham
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Contact Us

Address:
PO.Box 675
Burnet, TX 78611

Call:

(512) 756-4493

E-Mail:
oakswestchurch@gmail.com

Website:
oakswestchurchofchrist.com




