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W e l c o m e !
When you visit our 
assemblies, you will be 
received friendly, kindly and 
courteously. We believe this 
to be the natural attitude 
of those who truly love 
God and mankind. Though 
you may at first be among 
strangers, we hope that you 
will come to know us well 
and count us as your friends.

We offer Bible studies as 
well as correspondence 
courses for those interested 
in learning more about what 
God expects of us.

Important Dates

Mark your calendar! Our 
next gospel meeting will be 
September 12-15 with Mike 
Walls.

If you know of upcoming 
events, please inform Darrell 
so they can be included 
here.

Refreshing Christians
 by Ken Weliever

We do not like the word submission. 
“I am not submitting to anyone.” “No 
one is going to tell me what to do.” 
Before we pronounce our independence 
and refusal to submit, maybe there is 
something else we need to consider.

First, God’s authority is “inherent.” It 
is His by right. He is our Creator. He 
has the right to tell us what to do. Our 
responsibility is to listen and submit.

Second, there is delegated authority. 
It is defined as, “a person acting for 
another” (Webster’s Seventh New 
Collegiate Dictionary).  Delegate, “1. 
to entrust to another (delegate one’s 
authority); to appoint as one’s delegate.”  
Ibid.  It is from the Latin, “de,” “from” 
+ “legare,” “send with a commission” 
(Thorndike-Barnhart Comprehensive 
Desk Dictionary).     

An important note: Respect for 
delegated authority is related to respect 
for the Supreme authority who gave 
it (not the goodness or badness of the 
person).  “He who hears you hears Me, 
he who rejects you rejects Me, and he 
who rejects Me rejects Him who sent 
Me” (Lk. 10:16). 

Consider, there are a few implications 
to this. First there is the importance 
of respect for delegated authority by 
those subject to it. When Moses was 
accused of exalting himself, God told 
him they were not speaking against 
him but against the Lord. (Num. 
16:3...11). In other words, this is no 

light or joking matter, nor is it simply 
an American tradition to be ignored at 
will.  Second, there is the seriousness of 
the responsibility on the part of those 
who are commissioned with delegated 
authority. Delegated authority is always 
designed for the good of the governed, 
never for the selfish ends of the governor. 
It was sad when the shepherds of Israel 
took advantage of their flock. God held 
them accountable (Ezek. 34:1-2). One is 
fully accountable for the use of delegated 
authority to the One who entrusted him 
with it.       

Consider, submission only occurs 
when there is someone to submit to. 
Submission does not take place because 
we agree. It occurs when we disagree. In 
matters of judgment, someone has been 
delegated authority for the good of the 
governed. To submit is to submit to the 
Lord. 

This is true in the family relationship. 
When men have been delegated the 
headship, it is for the good of the family. 
It is the responsibility of the family to 
submit. There is a partnership. If the 
husband is considering the good of the 
family and the family is submitting, 
there is no abuse, but harmony. Further, 
it is true of the relationship between the 
flock and shepherds. If shepherds are 
overseeing for the good of the flock and 
the flock is submitting, there is harmony.

But in either case, if there is refusal 
to govern for the good of those under 
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authority or refusal to submit by those 
under delegated authority, there is 
discord. It is possible for those governing 
to govern for the good of others and 
those who submit, to disagree. Because 
they disagree does not mean those 
governing are not doing so for the good 
of those under their authority. It is the 
responsibility of those under delegated 
authority to submit. For oversight to 
function, there must be those who 
oversee and those who are overseen. It is 
by agreement, not coercion, in that both 
submit to one another.

In matters of judgment, there are 
the ones who govern and the ones 
who submit.  For either to fail in their 
responsibility is to fail one another, but 
failure before the Lord also. Oversight 
and submission are serious! 

Prayer Requests
Jack Wilson is at home and 

undergoing physical therapy.
Jerry Richardson is still undergoing 

cancer treatments.
Nancy Richardson is doing better but 

still dealing with breathing problems. 
Karen Hallmark has improved but is 

still struggling with her health and her 
eyes, as well as asthma.

Dinah Williams continues to be 
homebound due to mobility issues. 
She had a small fire at her house and is 
staying at the Comfort Inn while repairs 
are being made.

Bobbie Gibbons passed away this past 
week. 

Wilma Shipley is ill with covid.
Henry Barth is ill with covid

If you know of someone that needs to 
be on this list, please tell Darrell (email 
preferred) and provide updates so names 
stay on the list as long as needed.

“praying at all times in the Spirit, with 
all prayer and supplication. To that end, 
keep alert with all perseverance, making 

supplication for all the saints,”
(Ephesians 6:18 ESV)
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