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August 15, 2021

The Devil Desires You
by Ken Weliever

Our Wednesday evening Bible class at
the West Citrus Church is studying the
beatitudes.
Last night we studied “Blessed are the
persecuted…” We noted that conflict
between Christians and the world is
inevitable because there has always been
conflict between God and satan.
With that, someone said, “Well, a lot of
people don’t believe in the devil.”
While it’s true that many people deny
the devil’s existence. He’s real. He’s alive.
He’s active. And He desires you.
Jesus warned the apostles, and
specifically Peter about the reality of
Satan’s schemes. “Simon, Simon, behold,
Satan hath desired to have you, that he
may sift you as wheat” (Lk. 22:31).
Indeed, the devil is real. Jesus said so.
Peter called him a “roaring lion seeking
whom he may devour” (I Pet. 5:8). And
Paul warned
“Lest Satan should get an advantage of
us: for we are not ignorant of his devices.”
(2 Cor. 2:11)
The ESV translates “devices” as “design.”
Here are six of the devil’s devious designs
devised to entrap, ensnare and enslave
you.
#1 Deception
The Bible calls the devil a deceiver
(Rev. 20:10). He calls evil good and good
evil. He replaces darkness for light and
light for darkness. He substitutes bitter
for sweet and sweet for bitter (Isa. 5:20).

He says…
“You deserve to be happy.”
“If it feels good, do it.”
“There is no absolute truth.”
“A God of love is not going to send you
to Hell.”
The devil is wrong. He’s a liar. And a
deceiver.
#2 Distractions
If the devil can’t deceive you, he’ll distract
you with “the cares of this world,” (Mk.
4:19). With material possession. With
business and busyness that consumes
our attention. With many things that are
good and right, but diminish our focus
on God, righteousness, and His kingdom.
#3 Discontentment
Ancient Israel became discontent
with God’s leaders, God’s provisions, and
God’s guidance (Num. 21:5-6). They
serve as a negative example to warn us
not to become grumblers, gripers, and
complainers (1 Cor. 10:10).
We may become discontent about
what we have or don’t have. About
the preacher or the pastors. About the
church in general. About “our lot in life.”
Regardless, discontentment is a device
of the devil to forget God’s blessings and
abandon our faith.
#4 Discord
Dissension, disharmony, and division
are designed by the devil to fracture
God’s people. To muddle our message.

Welcome!

When
you
visit
our
assemblies, you will be
received friendly, kindly and
courteously. We believe this
to be the natural attitude
of those who truly love
God and mankind. Though
you may at first be among
strangers, we hope that you
will come to know us well
and count us as your friends.
We offer Bible studies as
well as correspondence
courses for those interested
in learning more about what
God expects of us.

Important Dates
Bulverde is having their
summer seres “Gifts We Can
Use For God” each Thursday
through August 19.
Mark your calendar! Our
next gospel meeting will be
September 12-15 with Mike
Walls.
If you know of upcoming
events, please inform Darrell
so they can be included
here.

To disrupt our ministry. To divert
our mission. And to destroy our Godordained purpose.
God hates discord among brethren
(Prov. 5:16-19), so, of course, the devil
loves it. Don’t fall prey to his divisive
design.
#5 Disassociation.
The devil employs this device to
decrease your attendance at worship
services. To lessen your interest in Bible
classes. To weaken your fellowship with
other Christians.
The devil knows there’s strength in
divine association with fellow believers.
He’ll get you to rationalize Hebrews
10:25 that you haven’t really forsaken the
assembly.
#6 Discouragement
If none of the above works, the
devil has one more device to utilize.
Discouragement
has
diminished
enthusiasm, retarded growth, and limited
the involvement of many Christians.
That’s why we’re urged “not to be weary
in well-doing “(Gal. 6:9).
My favorite author, anonymous,
once opined, “Discouragement is
dissatisfaction with the past, distaste for
the present, and distrust of the future. It is
ingratitude for the blessings of yesterday,
indifference to the opportunities of
today, and insecurity regarding strength
for tomorrow. It is unawareness of the
presence of beauty, unconcern for the
needs of our fellow man, and unbelief
in the promises of old. It is impatience
with time, immaturity of thought, and
impoliteness to God.”
Charles Spurgeon was right when he
wrote, “Consider how precious a soul
must be when both God and the devil
are after it.”
Make no mistake about it. The devil
desires you.
Do not be ignorant of the devil’s devices.
{used with permission from thepreachersword.com}

Prayer Requests
Jack Wilson is at home and
undergoing physical therapy.
Doug Adair is struggling with
back pain. His second opinion still
recommended surgery.
Jerry Richardson is still undergoing
cancer treatments.
Nancy Richardson is doing better but
still dealing with breathing problems.
Karen Hallmark has improved but is
still struggling with her health and her
eyes, as well as asthma.
Dinah Williams continues to be
homebound due to mobility issues.
She had a small fire at her house and is
staying at the Comfort Inn while repairs
are being made.
Bobbie Gibbons is in the hospital with
Covid.
Tyler Hairston has cancer and has
exhausted all conventional treatments.
Dorthy Steadman is continuing to
recover from her recent stroke. She is
staying with Hank in Houston.
If you know of someone that needs to
be on this list, please tell Darrell (email
preferred) and provide updates so names
stay on the list as long as needed.
“praying at all times in the Spirit, with
all prayer and supplication. To that end,
keep alert with all perseverance, making
supplication for all the saints,”
(Ephesians 6:18 ESV)

The Oaks West church of
Christ is a group of individual
Christians who have been
added to the Lord’s body
through baptism (Acts 2:38,
47; Gal 3:26, 27), and have
joined themselves together
(Acts 2:42ff) in an effort to
do the Lord’s will.
We are not a part of any
larger organization – we
do not follow any manmade creeds and we do not
answer to anyone other than
the Lord.
Our standard of faith and
practice is the Word of
God. We believe in the
God of revelation (Eph
3:1-7; 2 Tim 3:16-17) and
follow his instructions in an
effort to have an ongoing
relationship with him (1
John 4:7-11; 5:3).
Our times of study and
worship are open to all, and
our members are happy
to meet with interested
individuals or families for
study.
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