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Enjoy Studying the Word of God Welcomel!
by Darrell Trammel Wh .~
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“Since we have these promises, beloved, let
us cleanse ourselves from every defilement
of body and spirit, bringing holiness
to completion in the fear of God” (2
Corinthians 7:1)

I love the way Paul writes. He lays
everything out building one thing upon
another to reach a conclusion. Because
of this, though, you have to read longer
passages to get the full context that he is
using to make a point. Peter said of Paul’s
writings, “There are some things in them
that are hard to understand, which the
ignorant and unstable twist to their own
destruction, as they do the other Scriptures”
(2 Peter 3:16) There are those that twist
Paul’s writings, but they do that with
all the scriptures. They either set out to
twist them, or they won’t accept what
is written and so try to change them.
People still do that today, but I digress
from the point I wanted to make.

When Paul says, “since we have these
promises..” we should immediately
want to list out the promises working
backwards from there to get them all.
Context is always key to understanding
what is written. So what are the
promises?

God will dwell with us and set us
apart (6:16-18)

the

In Christ, we become
righteousness of God (5:21)

We have a dwelling place with God
in heaven (5:1-5)

We are being prepared for an eternal
weight of glory beyond all comparison
(4:16-18)

A case could be made that we could
keep going, but Paul is driving the
point home that we have so much to
be thankful for and to look forward to.
When you have something valuable, you
don’t throw it away! Cleanse yourselves,
leave every defilement behind, living in
Christ and striving for holiness! Paul has
spent some time getting up to this point.
Afterward, he changes subjects, so that
tells me this is a very important point in
this letter.

I fear that sometimes we are in too big
of a hurry with our study of God’s word.
We want to get to the point, much like
someone might skip a big section of a
novel to find out how the story ends.
If you skip to chapter 7 from chapter
1, you have missed a LOT! There is no
motivation to fulfill 2 Corinthians 7:1
if we didn’t read the previous context.
Slow down. Take your time studying up
to the pinnacle of a context. Enjoy the
journey of discovery in God’s word! It’s
worthwhile.

May God bless you as you feed your
spirit from His word!

assemblies, you will be
received friendly, kindly
and  courteously. We
believe this to be the
natural attitude of those
who truly love God and
mankind. Though you
may at first be among
strangers, we hope that
you will come to know us
well and count us as your
friends.

We offer Bible studies as
well as correspondence
courses for those
interested in learning
more about what God
expects of us.

Important Dates

No dates to announce at
this time.

If you know of upcoming
events, please inform Darrell
so they can be included
here.
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