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Dear Brethren,

I trust that things are going well with you as you remain

“...steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the

Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord”

(1 Corinthians 15:58). As always, I am so thankful for your

continued support for me and my family as I work with the

Poudre Valley church of Christ here in Fort Collins, Colorado.

Your prayers and financial support allow me to concentrate

on the full-time work of being an evangelist as I talk to

others about the need for eternal salvation in Christ. I am

blessed to have strong congregations of Christians who are

both able and willing to share with me in this work!

For those of you in Texas and Alabama who support me in

the gospel I want you to know that you have been and

continue to be in my daily prayers. You have endured a cold

spell that is not a normal occurrence for these states. Many

have been without power and water and I know that you

have had a lot to deal with in this difficult time. You have

many brothers and sisters in Christ who have been and are

continuing to fervently pray for you.

Here in Northern Colorado we have not had much of a

winter at all. December and January were mostly snow free

and we just had our first good snow about two weeks ago. In

addition to the lack of snow for us here, the temperatures

have been a little warmer than usual. Instead of the constant

20s to 30s in February we have had many days in the 40s

and some in the 50s. It is nice to have warmer weather but

we do need the snow and rain. We are thankful that we are

able to enjoy part of God’s beautiful creation here in

Colorado!
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FAMILY NEWS

My wife Malinda has been experiencing some flare up with her back pain a little more this

month. She broke her back in 2001 and she has periods where it becomes painful and she just

works her way through it. She has a series of exercises that she does that normally helps relieve

the pain but it has caused her more discomfort this month. She says this is her “thorn in the

flesh” that she deals with, prays about it, but keeps pressing on the best she can. I, along with

our three children are so very blessed to have her. She works hard and does so much for us on a

daily basis. We thank God for her and her devotion to Christ and our family regularly. 

Our three children, Kristin, Caleb, and Kaleena continue to stay busy. Kristin really enjoys her

apartment and her job as a contracting and purchasing agent with the Poudre School District.

Caleb and Kaleena are actively engaged in their on-line studies through their respective colleges

this semester. The Lord willing, Caleb will graduate from CSU in May with his Master’s Degree in

Accounting and then begin working his job with the accounting firm that he has already

contracted with sometime in July or August. Kaleena plans on finishing all her courses from

Front Range College next year and then plans to finish her last two years at CSU. What we are

most thankful for as parents is that all three of our children are very strong, devoted Christians.

They are actively involved in the local congregation.

POUDRE VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST

I’ll begin by saying that we are all praying fervently that this COVID will soon be gone and we

can begin meeting together regularly for each of our services at the building! When this first

began, I never thought that we would be here a year later still dealing with this and not able to

open up like we were before. I am looking forward to the day that we can once again have as

many visitors as we can to attend our services in person and to be able to participate in all parts

of our worship service together. Under the circumstances we are doing well as we have been

able to do our Bible classes on-line with 100% participation and I also have one on-line Bible

study going on weekly. For this we are very thankful! I realize that you too are dealing with

some of these same issues where you are. Let us continue to pray about this.

Two of our members, Joel and Vicky Reid have had to travel to California in January and once

again in February. Vicky’s mother, Virginia Bradford (age 90) passed away on January 13th. They

returned on February 17th for her funeral and arrived back home to Fort Collins, on February

20th. They quarantined for two weeks and will be meeting again with us on March 7th. Vicky lost

her dad to COVID in March and now her mother. They both moved here from California in

November 2018 and have been very active members of our congregation. We are so thankful to

have them here working and worshiping with us. They both love it here in Colorado and have no

desire to live in California again.

Ken and Cherryl Tope finished moving Cherryl’s brother, Curt Schulz here to Severance, CO.

Curt retired from his job in Arizona and has now relocated here. He closed on his new house on

February 19th. We are hopeful that he will want to work and worship with our congregation. In

addition to Curt, there is another man that I have known for many years who is relocating from

Denver, CO to Cheyenne, WY later this year. I’m sure he will worship with us when that happens.
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Nadine Laughren and her daughter Willow are still not attending on Sunday morning due to

the cases of COVID that continue to take place at the post office where she works. I have talked

with her about the fact that she can only do what she can do. If she has not been sick or does

not have any symptoms, then she should strive to meet with us at the building for our morning

worship service if she can. We are all wearing masks and keeping our distance and as long as we

do that, then we all should be fine. We have not had anyone at the congregation become ill with

COVID since it began. I am hopeful that she will join with us again soon. I am continuing my

weekly Friday night Bible study with her. She has been very faithful to join on-line for our study

every week with only a few exceptions. In addition, she is also joining with us on-line for our

adult Bible class every Sunday afternoon at 1:30 P.M. She is a relatively new Christian so it is

important for her to continue to become grounded in the word of God and to also associate

with the saints the best she can under these circumstances. We pray for her and Willow on a

regular basis.

After various attempts to contact her I now believe that Amber White must have moved away. I

know that she has been struggling with several personal problems and she did mention that she

may move. If I hear anything different I will let you know.

I believe due to COVID that may explain the drop in Bible correspondence courses going on

right now. In the past 8 years prior to 2020 I normally average between 5-9 correspondence

courses that are on-going monthly. Since COVID began last February there as been a drop in

these courses. I did receive a request for a new course this month and now have three

correspondence courses happening right now. Two of these may complete their courses by the

end of March.

Our Zoom on-line adult Bible class entitled “Spirituality” at 1:30 P.M. on Sunday afternoon is a

very uplifting, thought provoking class! I can’t say enough about the participation from all the

members in this class. I truly look forward to preparing this class each week and teaching it

every Sunday! I just love our brethren!

As I have mentioned before the two biggest things I miss the most as an evangelist of the

gospel of Christ during this time is having as many visitors as possible to be able to attend our

worship service, and to be doing weekly canvassing in the neighborhoods with my dear brother

in Christ Mitchel Potter. I am confident that both of these things that I miss will be able to

happen once again, but for now I just have to be patient until the time is right.

MY SCHEDULED PREACHING TRIPS

The April 2021 gospel meeting that I was scheduled to have with the brethren at the Cedar Park

church of Christ in Cedar Park, TX has been cancelled for now. Brother Paul White and the other

elders will discuss some other later dates that this can take place. I love my brothers and sisters

at the Cedar Park congregation and look forward to seeing them again when the time is right.

I do not have any gospel meetings scheduled at this time.
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SERMONS

During the month of FEBRUARY the following sermons were preached:

AM February 7 Enduring Temptation

PM February 7 No Afternoon Service

AM February 14 Condemned by the Tongue

PM February 14 No Afternoon Service

AM February 21 The Edification of the Body

PM February 21 No Afternoon Service

AM February 28 Letting Go and Moving On

PM February 28 No Afternoon Service

CLOSING

I truly love and appreciate each and everyone of you! You are such an encouragement to me

and my whole family. Thank you for your continued prayers and occasional cards of thoughtful

encouragement — letting us know that you are there for us and think about us often. I can’t

speak for other supported evangelists, but I personally can say that I believe I have some of the

very best congregations of God’s servants and saints supporting me in the work that I do. You

are in my prayers. Please stay safe and healthy so that you can continue to serve our Lord and

Savior in His kingdom. Keep pressing on!

In His Service,

Richard Thetford, Evangelist

Poudre Valley church of Christ

Enclosed: February 2021 Bulletins

Bible study sites
www.thetfordcountry.com

rthetford.blogspot.com

Poudre Valley church of Christ
www.poudrevalleychurchofchrist.org
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My financial support for FEBRUARY was as follows:

Cedar Park church of Christ, Cedar Park, TX          $1,200.00

North 32nd Street church of Christ, Paducah, KY          $1,150.00

Westview church of Christ, Hartselle, AL $800.00

New Georgia church of Christ, Rogersville, AL $600.00

Twin City church of Christ, College Station, TX $500.00

Adoue Street church of Christ, Alvin, TX $400.00

Green Meadow church of Christ, San Angelo, TX $400.00

Poudre Valley church of Christ, Fort Collins, CO $300.00

College View church of Christ, Florence, AL $300.00

Oaks West church of Christ, Burnet, TX $300.00

West Mason church of Christ, Mason, OH $300.00

South Fayetteville church of Christ, Fayetteville, TN $300.00

Olsen Park church of Christ, Amarillo, TX $150.00

Total Support         $6,700.00
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