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The Saddest Scene 
 by Rickie Jenkins

I saw the saddest scene the other day. 
I saw a man who recently lost his wife to 
cancer break down in tears with all who 
were gathered. It was heartbreaking. 
What was even more heartbreaking is at 
one time he faithfully served the Lord, but 
not today. My heart was breaking inside 
for his pain but also wondering, “Does he 
see himself as he presently is with God? 
Does he know he can come home to his 
Father? Will he ever come back to Him?” 

That scene brought me back to the scene 
of the Prodigal, his father, and his older 
brother. How many of us have found 
ourselves wondering away from God? 
How long did it take us before we found 
ourselves cheek to jowl with a pig eating 
his food before we awoke to what we had 
become?  It is sad to be lost but even more 
sad, is not to realize it. And yet, even 

more sad is knowing it and refraining 
from doing something about it. When the 
young man finally awoke to his true need 
and returned to his father, his father was 
waiting for him.  The Father is ever loving, 
ever merciful, ever willing to receive us 
back to His fellowship. He waits with 
longsuffering.

However, when he came back to his 
father, not everybody was happy about it. 
Can you imagine? The prodigal returns to 
his father and says, “I have sinned” and his 
older brother does not rejoice. Instead, all 
he can do is look at himself. He has been 
living with his father in the lap of plenty 
and now his lost brother comes home and 
all he can do is think about himself. How 
selfish! Why? Why, when his brother has 
retuned and confessed all before his father, 
does the older brother refuse to accept 



him? Did he not say it the right way? Did he 
not do it the way the older brother thought 
he should? Did he not grovel enough? Who 
is really lost? I have been both boys. The one 
who is really in need is the one who does not 
recognize his need. How dare we do not act 
like the father and welcome this wondering 
child back home!

As I sat watching the broken heart, I 
wondered, does this man know how much 
he is really loved by his family? Does he 
really know how much his parents have 
grieved over him?  Does he know he can not 
only come back to the Heavenly Father but 
his father by birth as well? Does he know 
how many prayers have been laid before the 
throne of God on his behalf ? Everybody is 
hurt, the one who walked away and those 
who are watching the shattered life. Both 
hurt. Both need healing. The only healing 
comes when there is healing with the 
Father. No one has won. Only Satan! Sin, 
pain, suffering, loss is all his. The Father 
weeps, the family weeps, and Satan laughs.

After the day together, I watched the man 
drive off. I prayed, “God please let him live 
to have time to come back to you.” I prayed 
he would open his heart to God. I could not 
get it out of my mind. He was weeping so 
hard at the loss of his wife and all present 
were weeping for his loss and God’s loss too. 

It does not have to be that way. There is a 

way home. The Father has His arms open 
wide and awaits his return. He is looking for 
him now, even a long way off.  Then, I asked 
myself, “What about me?”
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Welcome!
When you visit our assemblies, you will be 
received friendly, kindly and courteously. We 
believe this to be the natural attitude of those who 
truly love God and mankind. Though you may at 
first be among strangers, we hope that you will 
come to know us well and count us as your friends.

We offer Bible studies as well as 
correspondence courses for those 
interested in learning more about what 
God expects of us.

Upcoming Ladies' Bible Classes - Next class 
February 9.

Services - The elders have decided to continue 
with the current service times of 10:45 am 
Sundays and 7:00 pm Wednesdays through 
the month of March. We will reevaluate 
in March. Thank you for your support and 
encouragement as we make these difficult 
decisions! --DT for the elders

Mark Your Calendars - our spring meeting 
with Tim Stevens is scheduled for April 18-
21,

If you know of upcoming events, please inform 
Darrell so they can be included here.

Please remember the following individuals 
in your daily prayers:

Jack Wilson
Jerry & Nancy Richardson
Ron & Sue Stanberry
Karen Hallmark
Morgan O'Hair
Dinah Williams
Bobbie Gibbons
Tyler Hairston
Anna Urquhart
Don & Alene Simmons

And continue to pray for each other

If you know of someone that needs to be on this list, 
please tell Darrell (email preferred) and provide up-

dates so names stay on the list as long as needed.

We have many that face challenges on a daily basis 
and need your prayers as well.

“praying at all times in the Spirit, with 
all prayer and supplication. To that end, 
keep alert with all perseverance, making 

supplication for all the saints,”
(Ephesians 6:18 ESV)



ABOUT US

The Oaks West church of Christ is a group of 
individual Christians who have been added to the 
Lord’s body through baptism (Acts 2:38, 47; Gal 3:26, 
27), and have joined themselves together (Acts 2:42ff) 
in an effort to do the Lord’s will.

We are not a part of any larger organization – we 
do not follow any man-made creeds and we do not 
answer to anyone other than the Lord.

Our standard of faith and practice is the Word of 
God. We believe in the God of revelation (Eph 3:1-7; 
2 Tim 3:16-17) and follow his instructions in an effort 
to have an ongoing relationship with him (1 John 4:7-
11; 5:3).

Our times of study and worship are open to all, 
and our members are happy to meet with interested 
individuals or families for study.

Evangelist
Darrell Trammel 

512-756-4493 Office 
dktrammel@twc.com

Elders
George Gresham

 Jim Johnson
 Darrell Trammel 

SERVICE TIMES

Sunday
Bible Classes . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m. 
Worship  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m. 
Worship  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday
Bible Classes . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:00 p.m.

NOTES


