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Where To Run When You Fail 
 by Brent Kercheville

The reason that we love the Psalms when 
going through difficult times is because they 
speak into our hearts. The experiences of the 
psalmists are highly relatable as we are able to 
see how they looked at life and looked at God. In 
Psalm 31 we looked at the faithful, steadfast love 
of God that carries us through life difficulties. 
But what do you do when your suffering is self-
inflicted? What do you do when it is your own 
sinning that has caused your life problems? 
David addresses this in Psalm 32.

Blessed is the one whose transgression is 
forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed is the man 
against whom the LORD counts no iniquity, 
and in whose spirit there is no deceit. (Psalm 
32:1–2 ESV)

David simply begins with our greatest blessing. 
Blessed is the person whose sins are covered. This 
declaration is so important that the apostle Paul 
quotes this in Romans 4:7-8. This declaration is 
our greatest hope for our salvation. But we need 
to continue in the psalm to see the explanation 
for this wonderful proclamation of God’s grace. 
Listen to what he says in the following verses.

When I kept silent, my bones became brittle 
from my groaning all day long. For day and 
night your hand was heavy on me; my strength 
was drained as in the summer’s heat. Then 
I acknowledged my sin to you and did not 
conceal my iniquity. I said, “I will confess my 
transgressions to the LORD,” and you forgave 
the guilt of my sin.  (Psalm 32:3–5 CSB)

Do you hear the pain in David’s words? His 
bones are wasting away. His strength is dried up. 
God’s hand feels heavy on him. The pain and the 
consequences of his sins weigh heavy on him. I 
believe everyone can connect with what David 
is saying. Who has not felt the extreme guilt 
from sin? Who has not experienced painful 
consequences because of sin? But what David 
says is particularly interesting. It sounds like 
the Lord was pressing on him day and night 
because he had not confessed his sin to God. But 
when David turned to the Lord, forgiveness was 
found. Guilt and the emotions of our conscience 
are not bad things. They can be used to make us 
aware of our sinning and draw us closer to God.

David expresses something that we are 



all tempted to do. When we sin, we try to hide 
our sin. We can be tempted to cover up our sins 
and not immediately confess our sins. So God is 
pressing upon David until David finally responds 
with confession. Why do we try to hide our sins 
from God? Adam and Eve attempted to do the 
same thing. First, Adam and Eve tried to hide 
from the presence of the Lord. Then Adam and 
Eve blamed others rather than openly admitting 
responsibility for their own sins. But why would 
we think we could cover up our sins? Obviously 
God knows what we have done. So David 
writes this psalm to convince us of our need for 
confessing our sins to God. We need to run to 
God when we sin. Listen to the three offers God 
gives to those who will come to him with their 
sins.

God Be Your Hiding Place (32:6-7)

Therefore let everyone who is godly offer prayer 
to you at a time when you may be found; surely 
in the rush of great waters, they shall not reach 
him. You are a hiding place for me; you preserve 
me from trouble; you surround me with shouts of 
deliverance. (Psalm 32:6–7 ESV)

David begins by calling on the godly to pray 
to the Lord while he can be found. The picture 
given is that there will be a time when you are 
swallowed from the rush of great waters. Run to 
the Lord for safety. Sins so easily sweep us away 
from the Lord. My father always told me that sins 
are like potato chips: you can’t eat just one. The 
practice of sin sears our conscience to no longer 
have guilt for our actions or a regard for God’s 
ways. Run to the Lord immediately after sinning 
so that you are not swept away in the judgment. 
God will be the rescue you need if you sincerely 
confess your sins to him.

God Will Teach You How To Go (32:8-9)

I will instruct you and teach you in the way 
you should go; I will counsel you with my eye 

upon you. Be not like a horse or a mule, without 
understanding, which must be curbed with bit 
and bridle, or it will not stay near you. (Psalm 
32:8–9 ESV)

Second, if you will come to the Lord will teach 
you the way you should go. God is always trying 
to tell that he is the light and will teach you the 
way to go in your life. Unfortunately, we can be 
stubborn just as David warns against. God’s word 
is given to us so that we can go the right direction 
in life now, keeping ourselves from so many 
pains that we inflict on ourselves from our sinful 
decisions. God’s laws are for our good, just as a 
parent’s rules are for the child’s well-being.

God Will Surround You With Steadfast Love 
(32:10-11)

Many are the sorrows of the wicked, but 
steadfast love surrounds the one who trusts in 
the LORD. Be glad in the LORD, and rejoice, O 
righteous, and shout for joy, all you upright in 
heart! (Psalm 32:10–11 ESV)

Finally, if you will come to the Lord, you will 
receive God’s steadfast love. Think about how 
many times God tries to show us that he will 
receive us if we will come to him with our sins. 
The parable of lost things shows our Lord seeking 
the lost sheep, the lost coin, and the lost son. He is 
even looking longingly for our return. God is ready 
to rejoice when you come back to him. According 
to David, trusting in the Lord is shown when we 
quickly come to the Lord, confessing our sins.

Our greatest hope are the words at the beginning 
of this psalm. David does not say that the blessed 
person is the one who is sinless. No, the blessed 
person is the one whose sins are forgiven. Turn 
to the Lord, acknowledge your sins, and listen to 
God’s teaching and you will also be blessed and 
counted as righteous (cf. Romans 4:7-8). Run 
to God when you sin and you will find refuge, 
teaching, and steadfast love.
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Welcome!
When you visit our assemblies, you will be 
received friendly, kindly and courteously. We 
believe this to be the natural attitude of those who 
truly love God and mankind. Though you may at 
first be among strangers, we hope that you will 
come to know us well and count us as your friends.

We offer Bible studies as well as 
correspondence courses for those 
interested in learning more about what 
God expects of us.

Upcoming Ladies' Bible Classes - Tuesday, 
December 8 at the building.

Services for rest of 2020 - The elders have 
decided to continue with the current service 
times of 10:45 am Sundays and 7:00 pm 
Wednesdays for the remainder of the year. 
We will reevaluate in December. Thank you 
for your support and encouragement as we 
make these difficult decisions! --DT for the 
elders

If you know of upcoming events, please inform 
Darrell so they can be included here.

Please remember the following individuals 
in your daily prayers:

June Owens
Jack Wilson
Jerry & Nancy Richardson
Karen Hallmark
Shirley Perkins' brother, Leon
Morgan O'Hair
Dinah Williams
Kevin Barth
Tyler Hairston
Anna Urquhart
Dot's son, Hank
And continue to pray for each other

If you know of someone that needs to be on this list, 
please tell Darrell (email preferred) and provide up-

dates so names stay on the list as long as needed.

We have many that face challenges on a daily basis 
and need your prayers as well.

“praying at all times in the Spirit, with 
all prayer and supplication. To that end, 
keep alert with all perseverance, making 

supplication for all the saints,”
(Ephesians 6:18 ESV)



ABOUT US

The Oaks West church of Christ is a group of 
individual Christians who have been added to the 
Lord’s body through baptism (Acts 2:38, 47; Gal 3:26, 
27), and have joined themselves together (Acts 2:42ff) 
in an effort to do the Lord’s will.

We are not a part of any larger organization – we 
do not follow any man-made creeds and we do not 
answer to anyone other than the Lord.

Our standard of faith and practice is the Word of 
God. We believe in the God of revelation (Eph 3:1-7; 
2 Tim 3:16-17) and follow his instructions in an effort 
to have an ongoing relationship with him (1 John 4:7-
11; 5:3).

Our times of study and worship are open to all, 
and our members are happy to meet with interested 
individuals or families for study.

Evangelist
Darrell Trammel 

512-756-4493 Office 
dktrammel@twc.com

Elders
George Gresham

 Jim Johnson
 Darrell Trammel 

SERVICE TIMES

Sunday
Bible Classes . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m. 
Worship  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m. 
Worship  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday
Bible Classes . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:00 p.m.
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